CITY OF HIGHLAND PARK
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1150 HALF DAY ROAD
HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 60035
(847) 432-0867

Dear Friend of the Arts
Public art abounds in Highland Park. Whether biking along the Green Bay Trail or
strolling down Central Avenue, Highland Park residents can appreciate the vibrancy
that public sculpture adds to our lives. Since the 1920’s, Highland Park has been
developing an art collection that is diverse in artistic themes, materials and
sensibilities. The public art collection speaks to a core community value, which
recognizes that engaging in art enhances the human spirit and quality of life for the
residents of Highland Park.
The City’s collection has grown to include more than 30 indoor and outdoor works of
art. For many years, the City Council has budgeted funds to maintain and expand the
collection, and these funds are carefully managed by the commissioners of the
Cultural Arts Commission and the members of the Public Art Advisory Group.
Presently, the City is the sole financial supporter of public art funding in Highland
Park. More recently, as Highland Park has shared in the economic downturn that has
affected the entire country, the City has had to scale back its funding commitment to
purchase additional acquisitions and perform necessary maintenance. Typically, the
cost of acquiring and siting a new public sculpture exceeds $50,000. Restoring a
work of outdoor art is very costly, as well.
As part of an effort to continue Highland Park’s rich tradition of supporting a public
art program for the benefit of the entire community, in 2009, the City Council
established a Public Art Fund in order to broaden its base of financial support through
tax deductible contributions from public and private sources.
The purpose of the Public Art Fund is three-fold:
- To acquire and site new works of art for the City’s collection;
- To maintain and conserve the existing collection; and
- To educate the public about the collection.
Potential sources of funding include, but are not limited to:
- Private contributions (to be used for the acquisition of art, restoration, or as
specifically directed by the donor);
- Grants from public and private sources; and
- Contributions from developers seeking to meet a public benefit requirement as
part of local development project approval.
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Art Supporters Needed
In order to responsibly grow and care for the City’s existing collection, we are asking
you to consider making a tax deductible contribution at any of the following levels:


Supporter Level: Contributions up to $999. Contributions will be acknowledged in
City of Highland Park publications including The Highlander newsletter and on the
City website.



Leadership Level: Contributions from $1,000 to $4,999. Contributions will be
acknowledged in City of Highland Park publications including The Highlander
newsletter and on the City website and on a plaque to be located in City Hall.



Benefactor Level: Contributions of $5,000 or more. Contributions will be
acknowledged in City of Highland Park publications including The Highlander
newsletter and on the City website, on a plaque to be located in City Hall, and on a
plaque to be situated by the work of art funded with that contribution.

Please consider making a contribution to the Public Art Fund today to demonstrate your
commitment to the arts in our community. Feel free to call or e-mail Lee Smith, Senior
Planner and Staff Liaison to the Cultural Arts Commission at (847) 926-1612/
lsmith@cityhpil.com if you have any questions or need any additional information.
Thank you in advance for your consideration of this important and exciting project.
Sincerely,
Nancy Rotering, Mayor
City of Highland Park
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Mail Contributions to:
Highland Park Public Art Fund
c/o Lee Smith, Cultural Arts Commission Liaison
City of Highland Park
1150 Half Day Road
Highland Park, IL 60035
Contribution Level (make checks payable to the City of Highland Park):


Supporter Level: Contributions up to $999.
Contributions will be acknowledged in City of Highland Park publications.
My contribution: $



Leadership Level: Contributions from $1,000 to $4,999.
Contributions will be acknowledged in City of Highland Park publications and
donors will have their names placed on a plaque in City Hall.
My contribution: $



Benefactor Level: Contributions of $5,000 or more.
Contributions of $5,000 or more will be acknowledged in City of Highland Park
publications, on a plaque located in City Hall and on a plaque situated by the public
artwork funded with that contribution.
My contribution: $

At least once per year, all contributors to the Public Art Fund will be acknowledged in a
City publication available to all community residents and in a bi-annual report to the City
Council.

Name:

___________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________
State:

City:

Zip Code:

Phone #: ________________________
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