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ARTICLE II.  INTERPRETATION AND DEFINITIONS 
 
SECTION 
 
150.201  Rules of Construction 
150.202  Definitions 
 
Sec. 150.201  Rules of Construction. 
 The language in the text of this Chapter shall be interpreted in accordance with the following 
rules of construction: 
 
 (A) The singular number includes the plural number, and the plural the singular; 
 
 (B) The word "shall" is mandatory; the word "may" is permissive; and 
 
 (C) The masculine gender includes the feminine and neuter. 
 
Sec. 150.202  Definitions. 
 Whenever in this Chapter the following words and phrases are used, they shall, for the purposes 
of this Chapter, have the meanings respectively ascribed to them in this Section, except when the context 
otherwise clearly indicates.  Whenever in this Chapter other words are used, those other words shall have 
the meanings normally ascribed to them. 
 
ABANDONMENT:  The voluntary discontinuance of a non-conforming use or the occupancy of a non-
conforming structure, when accompanied by an intent not to re-establish such use or occupancy.  Any one 
of the following shall constitute prima facie evidence of intent to abandon: 
 
1. Any positive act indicating such intent; or 
 
2. Any conscious failure to take all necessary steps to resume the non-conforming use or occupancy 

with reasonable dispatch in the circumstances, including advertising of the property for sale or for 
lease; or 

 
3. In the case of a structure or structure and land in combination, discontinuance of the occupancy or 

non-conforming use for twelve (12) consecutive months; or 
 
4. In the case of land only, discontinuance of the occupancy or non-conforming use for ninety (90) 

consecutive days, or for a total of six (6) months during any one (1) year period; or 
 
5. In the case of a non-conforming structure which is damaged by means out of control of the owner 

to an extent of less than fifty percent (50%) of the estimated cost of reconstruction of the entire 
structure new, failure to commence restoration within six (6) months from the date of partial 
destruction, or conclude restoration within two (2) years from the time restoration construction is 
initiated. 

 
ACCESS:  A way or means of approach to provide physical entrance to a property or capability for 
physical entrance to a property. 
 
ACCESSORY BUILDING or ACCESSORY STRUCTURE:  A subordinate detached building or 
structure located on the same lot as a principal building, the use of which subordinate building or structure 
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is incidental to that of the principal building or to the principal use of the lot.  (Ord. 26-08, J. 34, p. 050-
068, passed 4/14/08) 
 
ACCESSORY USE:  A use, which is ancillary or incidental to the principal use of the premises. 
 
ADEQUATE DOWNSTREAM STORMWATER CAPACITY:  A stormwater management facility shall 
be considered to have adequate downstream stormwater capacity if the facility can be shown to store or 
convey up to and including the 100-year stormwater runoff without increasing damage to the adjoining 
properties or to a point downstream known to the Enforcement Officer to be a restriction causing 
significant backwater.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99, Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
ADDITION:  Any structural alteration that increases the floor area ratio of a building. 
 
ADJACENT:  To touch, to abut, to lie immediately next to, and/or to share a common wall or lot line. 
 
ADULT BOOK or ADULT VIDEO STORE:  An establishment having as a substantial or significant 
portion of its sales and/or stock in trade, books, magazines, films and/or videos for sale or viewing on the 
premises by use of motion picture devices or any coin-operated means, and other periodicals -- which are 
distinguished or characterized by their emphasis on material depicting, describing or relating to "specified 
anatomical areas" or "specified sexual activities", or an establishment with a segment or section devoted 
to the sale or display of such material, or an establishment that holds itself out to the public as a purveyor 
of such materials based upon its signage, advertising, displays, actual sales, presence of video preview or 
coin operated booths, the exclusion of minors from the establishment's premises, or any other factors 
showing that the establishment's primary purpose is to purvey such material. 
 
ADULT ENTERTAINMENT CABARET:  A public or private establishment which, live or on motion 
pictures, features (i) topless dancers, strippers, and/or male or female impersonators; or (ii) entertainers 
who not infrequently display "specified anatomical areas"; or (iii) entertainers who by reason of their 
appearance or conduct perform in a manner which is designed primarily to appeal to the prurient interest 
of the patron or entertainers who engage in, or engage in explicit simulation of, "specified sexual 
activities". 
 
ADULT MINI MOTION PICTURE and/or VIDEO THEATER:  An enclosed building or an area within 
a building, having a capacity for less than fifty (50) persons, and used for presenting motion picture films, 
video cassettes, cable television, and/or any other such visual media -- all of such materials so presented 
distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to "specified 
sexual activities" or "specified anatomical areas" for observation by patrons therein. 
 
ADULT MOTION PICTURE THEATER:  An enclosed building or an area within a building, having a 
capacity of fifty (50) or more persons, and used regularly and routinely for presenting motion picture 
films, video cassettes, cable television, and/or any other such visual media -- all of such materials so 
presented having as a dominant theme material distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter 
depicting, describing or relating to "specified sexual activities" or "specified anatomical areas" for 
observation by patrons therein. 
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND:  The fund created by the City pursuant to Subsection 
33.1133(C) of this Code.  (Ord. 52-03, J. 29, p. 174-185, passed 8/25/03) 
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNITS:  Residential dwelling units that are required under this Article to be 
“affordable housing,” as that term is defined in Subsection 33.1133(A) of this Code. (Ord. 52-03, J. 29, p. 
174-185, passed 8/25/03) 
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AGGREGATE DIAMETER:  The combined diameter of a multiple trunk Tree measured at Breast 
Height.  (Ord 11-2000, passed 2/28/00; Ord. 38-01, J. 27, p. 146-167, passed 6/25/01) 
 
AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES:  Activities including, but not limited to, normal farming, silviculture 
and ranching activities such as gardening, plowing, seeding, cultivating, harvesting for the production of 
food, fiber, forest products, nursery stock and livestock; maintenance of agricultural drain tiles, irrigation 
and drainage ditches; and maintenance of farm roads and other access areas for farm vehicles and 
equipment use.  (Added by Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
ALCOHOLIC, PSYCHIATRIC, AND NARCOTIC TREATMENT FACILITY:  A non-residential, 
freestanding (not integral to a hospital) out-patient facility having no accommodations for overnight stay 
but having programs specifically designed to treat alcoholism, psychiatric disorders, and/or narcotic 
abuse. 
 
ALLEY:  A right-of-way not more than twenty-five (25) feet wide. 
 
ALLOWABLE USE:  A Permitted Use or Special Use, including any conditional use as set forth in the 
"Table of Allowable Uses" in this Chapter. 
 
ALTERATION, STRUCTURAL:  Any change (other than incidental repairs) or replacement of the 
supporting members of a building, such as bearing walls or partitions, columns, beams or girders, or any 
substantial change in the roof or in the exterior walls. 
 
AMUSEMENT ARCADE:  (Deleted by Ord. 24-07, J. 33, p. 180-181, passed 3/12/07) 
 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL or CLINIC:  Any building or portion thereof designed or used for the care, 
observation or treatment of domestic animals which may include overnight boarding and/or veterinary 
care. 
 
ANIMAL POUND:  A building, structure or facility operated, owned, maintained, or used to provide for 
and promote the welfare, protection and humane treatment of animals, including animals impounded for 
rabies observation. 
 
ANTENNA, INCLUDING DIRECTIONAL ANTENNA (SUCH AS PANELS) MICROWAVE DISH, 
SATELLITE DISH, AND OMNI-DIRECTIONAL ANTENNA (SUCH AS A WHIP ANTENNA):  Any 
structure or device designed for the purpose of collecting or transmitting electromagnetic waves for 
telephonic, radio, data, Internet or other communications, including appurtenant equipment attached to a 
tower or building for the purpose of providing personal wireless services, including, for example, 
“cellular”, “paging”, “low power mobile radio”, and “personal communications services” 
telecommunications services, and their attendant base stations. (Ord. 11-98, passed 1/26/98) 
 
ANTENNA HEIGHT:  The vertical distance measured from the base of the antenna support structure at 
grade to the highest point of the antenna support structure, even if said highest point is an antenna.  
Measurement of tower height shall include antennas, base pad, and other appurtenances and shall be 
measured from the grade of the site.  If the antenna support structure is on a sloped grade, then the 
average between the highest and lowest grades shall be used in calculating the antenna height. (Ord. 11-
98, passed 1/26/98) 
 
ANTENNA SUPPORT STRUCTURE:  Any building, pole, mast, tower, tripod, or other structure which 
supports or is a component part of the overall structure supporting an antenna. (Ord. 11-98, passed 
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1/26/98) 
 
APARTMENT:  A room or suite of rooms in a multiple family residential structure which is arranged, 
designed, used or intended to be used as a single dwelling unit. 
 
APPEAL:  A request for relief from a decision of the Zoning Administrator. 
 
APPLICANT or PETITIONER:  Any person who files an application for zoning amendment, special use, 
special exception, variation, subdivision approval, appeal, or permit from SMC or the City to carry out 
development. 
 
APPROPRIATE USE:  Only uses of the Regulatory Floodway that are permissible will be considered for 
permit issuance.  The only uses that will be allowed are as specified in Article XVIII of this Chapter.  
(Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
AREA MEDIAN INCOME:  The median income level for the Chicago area, as established and defined in 
the annual schedule published by the Secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban Development, 
and adjusted for household size.  (Ord. 52-03, J. 29, p. 174-185, passed 8/25/03) 
 
ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY:  A residential facility within which residents with or without minor 
physical disabilities live, cook, dine, and recreate, and may be provided with medical and other services. 
 
ATTIC:  That portion of the height and area of a building between the eave and the ridge lines of a 
sloping roof which has a ceiling height of seven (7) feet or more over a floor area which is more than one-
third (1/3) of the floor area of the next lower and adjacent story but less than one-half (1/2) of the floor 
area of the said next lower and adjacent story. 
 

 
ATRIUM:  An interior space, two (2) or more stories in height. 
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AUDITORIUM:  A room, hall or building which may be a part of a church, theater, school, recreation 
building or other building assigned to the gathering of people as an audience to hear lectures, plays and 
other presentations. 
 
AUTOMATIC TELLER MACHINE:  An automated device that performs banking or financial functions. 
 
AVERAGE:  The result obtained by dividing the sum of two (2) or more quantities by the number of such 
quantities. 
 
AVERAGE ILLUMINATION:  The overall average of all points on the surface of the illuminated area 
including the brightest and dimmest points.  (Ord. 53-05, J. 31, p. 173-181, passed 8/22/05) 
 
AVERAGE UNIFORMITY RATIO:  A measurement of the average light level in relation to the lowest 
light level within a given area.  Example:  A ratio of 3:1 states that the average level is three times higher 
than the minimum level.  (Ord. 53-05, J. 31, p. 173-181, passed 8/22/05) 
 
AWNING:  A temporary shelter supported entirely from the exterior wall of a building, composed of non-
rigid materials, which is either stationary or can be retracted, folded or collapsed against the face of the 
supporting building. 
 
BALCONY:  A platform projecting from the wall of a building supported by pillars, brackets or consoles 
or cantilevers from the main part of the building and enclosed by a rail or coping. 
 
BANKS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS:  Commercial banks, savings and loan associations, 
brokerage offices, and other similar facilities, including loan offices. 
 
BASE FLOOD:  The flood having a one percent probability of being equaled or exceeded in any given 
year.  The base flood is also known as the 100-year frequency flood event.  Application of the base flood 
elevation at any location is as defined in this Article. 
 
BASE FLOOD ELEVATION or BFE:  The elevation delineating the level of flooding resulting from the 
100-year flood frequency elevation. 
 
BASEMENT:  A story partly underground, having its floor below grade level on all sides,  one-half (1/2) 
or more of the height of it is above grade.  A basement shall be counted in calculating F.A.R. and as a 
story for the purposes of height measurement. 
 
BASIN:  Sub-watershed areas within Lake County that include the Fox River mainstem (including the 
Chain O’ Lakes), Flint Creek, Tower Lake Darin, Slocum Drain, Mutton Creek, Squaw Creek, Fish Lake 
Drain, Bull Creek, Indian Creek, Aptakisic Creek, Buffalo Creek, Skokie River, Middle Fork-North 
Branch Chicago River, West Fork-North Branch Chicago River, Kellogg Creek, Dead River, Waukegan 
River, Pettibone Creek, and Lake Michigan Bluff/Ravines.  (Added by Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, 
passed 2/12/07) 
 
BASIN PLAN:  A study and evaluation of an individual drainage basin's stormwater management and 
flood control needs. 
 
BERM:  An earthen mound, constructed at an incline not to exceed one foot of vertical rise to three feet 
of horizontal distance, used to divert storm water flows, provide a restriction to create storm water storage 
areas, protect lower lying areas, enhance landscaping, screen undesirable views, and/or decrease noise.  
(Ord. 71-07, J. 33, p. 461-508, passed 9/24/07). 
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BILLBOARD:  A generally flat surface or board, usually outdoors, on which advertisements or notices 
are posted.  (Ord. 32-02, J. 28, p. 227-264, passed 5/13/02) 
 
BLOCK:  A tract of land bounded by streets or cul-de-sacs, or in lieu of a street or streets, by public 
parks, cemeteries, railroad rights-of-way, ravines, corporate boundary lines of municipalities, or the 
shoreline of Lake Michigan. 
 
BLUFF:  An elevated segment of the Lake Michigan shoreline above the beach which normally has a 
precipitous front inclining steeply on the lakeward side. 
 
BOARD OF APPEALS:  The Zoning Board of Appeals of the City of Highland Park. 
 
BOARDING HOUSE:  A building or place other than a hotel, motel and/or lodging house where lodging 
and meals are provided for compensation by prearrangement for a definite period to five (5) or more, but 
not exceeding twelve (12) individuals. 
 
BODY SHOP:  See "MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR, MAJOR". 
 
BONUS FLOOR AREA RATIO (BFAR):  A bonus that is granted in certain limited circumstances for 
floor area ratio as provided in Subsection 150.703.3(B).  (Ord. 46-04, J. 30, p. 175-180, passed 6/28/04) 
 
BOOK STORE:  An establishment which is not an Adult Book Store and which deals in books and other 
printed materials. 
 
BOTTOM, or TOE, OF RAVINE SLOPE OR TOE OF BLUFF SLOPE:  The lowest elevation of soil 
grade adjacent to the base of a ravine or a bluff slope, as the case may be. 
 
BUFFER:  An area of predominantly vegetated land to be left open, adjacent to drainageways, wetland, 
lakes, ponds or other surface waters for the purpose of eliminating or minimizing adverse impacts to such 
areas. 
 
BUFFERING:  Any means of protecting a parcel from the visual or auditory effects of an adjacent use 
through the use of berms, fences, landscaping, setbacks, and/or open spaces. 
 
BUILDING:  Any structure with substantial walls and roof which is securely affixed to the land, on a 
permanent frost-proof foundation, and entirely separated on all sides from any other structure by space or 
by walls in which there are no communicating doors, windows or openings, and which structure is 
designed, intended, or used for the shelter, enclosure, or protection of persons, animals, or chattels.  The 
term also includes gas or liquid storage tanks.  (Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
BUILDING CODE:  Chapter 170 of this Code, as the same has been, and may from time to time hereafter 
be, amended. (Ord. 32-02, J. 28, p. 227-264, passed 5/13/02) 
 
BUILDING ENVELOPE:  The area depicted upon a master site plan within which the general location of 
existing structures and/or structures that may be developed in the future are shown. 
 
BUILDING PERMIT:  A permit issued by the City for the construction, alteration, removal or demolition 
of a building or structure within the corporate limits of the City. 
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BUILDING SETBACK LINE:  A line established on a lot, by agreement or otherwise, designating the 
required distance of any structure or building from a lot line or right of way.  See "ESTABLISHED 
BUILDING SETBACK".  (Ord. 74-06, J. 32, p. 346-351, passed 11-13-06) 
 
BUILDING SITE PLAN:  A document reviewed by the Director in conjunction with a building permit 
application for construction upon real estate located in the HC (Health Care) Zoning District and 
approved, if at all, in light of an existing Master Site Plan and in accord with the procedures established in 
this Code for building site plan review. 
 
BUILDING, TEMPORARY:  Any building not designed to be permanently located in the place where it 
is or where it is intended to be placed or affixed. 
 
BULK REGULATIONS:  The term used to indicate the size of the setbacks, the location of a building 
with respect to adjoining lots and street lines, and matters similar thereto including but not limited to the 
following: 
 
1. Floor area ratio and bonus floor area ratio; 
2. Front yard regulations; 
3. Side yard regulations; 
4. Rear yard regulations; 
5. Maximum height regulations: 
6. Lot size; 
7. Lot coverage; 
8. Lot area per dwelling unit; and 
9. Open space.  (Ord. 46-04, J. 30, p. 175-180, passed 6/28/04) 
 
BY-PASS:  To route tributary drainage area runoff around and not through a stormwater control structure.  
(Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
CALIPER:  The diameter of a Tree trunk six inches (6”) above the existing grade or proposed planted 
grade.  Caliper is usually used in reference to nursery stock for new plantings  (Deleted by Ord. 11-2000, 
passed 2/28/00; Ord. 38-01, J. 27, p. 146-167, passed 6/25/01) 
 
CANOPY:  A roof-like structure with posts or other ground support, constructed to provide shelter to 
pedestrians or vehicles. 
 
CARETAKER'S AND SERVANT'S QUARTERS:  Living quarters containing no kitchen and existing as 
an accessory use in single family residential zoning districts within a principal building or located above a 
garage. 
 
CARPORT:  A canopy for vehicle storage, open on three (3) sides and attached to a principal building. 
 
CAR WASH:  See "MOTOR VEHICLE LAUNDRY" or" MOTOR VEHICLE WASHING FACILITY". 
 
CATERING SERVICE:  The business of providing food or meals for compensation on premises not 
owned or controlled by the proprietor of the business. 
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CELLAR:  A story having more than one-half (1/2) of its height below grade.  A cellar shall not be 
counted in calculating F.A.R. or as a story for the purpose of maximum height measurement. 
 
 

 
 
 
CELL SITE:  A tract or parcel of land that contains personal wireless telecommunications facilities 
including any antenna, antenna support structure, accessory building, and off-street parking, and may 
include other uses associated with and ancillary to personal wireless services, excluding a single family 
residence. (Ord. 11-98, passed 1/26/98) 
 
CELLULAR TELEPHONE FACILITY:  A cell site housing computerized telephone transmission 
equipment together with the necessary antennas, which site is part of a distribution system for mobile 
telephones licensed by the Federal Communications Commission of the United States of America, 
controlled from a central mobile telephone switching office and which may include a support structure or 
tower upon which may be mounted necessary antennas and equipment and an unmanned telephone 
transmission equipment shelter in which necessary telephone equipment may be housed. 
 
CEMETERY:  A burial ground including structures such as mausoleums, columbariums, incidental 
management offices, and maintenance facilities. 
 
CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT, B5:  See "ZONING DISTRICTS". 
 
CERTIFIED COMMUNITY:  A community which has petitioned the Stormwater Management 
Commission to be capable of enforcing an ordinance (or ordinances) which contain stormwater and 
regulatory floodplain management rules and regulations which are consistent with or at least as stringent 
as those of the Lake County Watershed Development Ordinance. 
 
CERTIFIED WETLAND SPECIALIST:  Persons meeting the minimum requirements of a, b, c, and d 
below, as follows: 
 
a. Provide a one-page statement of qualifications in the areas noted below.  The signed statement 

will be considered as evidence of qualifications. 
 
b. Pass the Certified Wetland Specialist Exam. 
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c. Completion of a SMC-approved wetland delineation course and meet the requirements of one of 

the following: 
 
 1. Registered Professional Wetland Scientist (PWS) from the Society of Wetland Scientists; 
 

2. Minimum of a Bachelor’s Degree in an Earth Science or Biologic Science and at least 
one of the following:  Three years (cumulative) full-time experience in the Upper 
Midwest Region on wetland related projects; or the completion of 100 wetland 
delineations in the Upper Midwest; or, a minimum of 300 hours spent in field review of 
wetlands in the Upper Midwest; or 

 
3. Six years (cumulative) full-time experience in the Upper Midwest Region on wetlands 

related projects.  (Ord. 12-02, J. 28, p. 28-43, 2/25/02) 
 
d. Recertification as a Certified Wetland Specialist shall be required every three years through SMC.  
A minimum of 24 work-related professional development hours, including SMC mandatory training for 
this type of certification, shall be obtained within the three-year period in order to qualify for 
recertification.  Documentation shall be self-monitoring and shall be provided to SMC upon application 
for certification or recertification.  (Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
CHANNEL:  A natural or artificial depression of perceptible extent with a defined bed and banks that 
confine and conduct flowing water either continuously or periodically.  Any river, stream, creek branch, 
natural or artificial depression, ponded area, lakes, flowage, slough, ditch, conduit, culvert, gully, ravine, 
swale, wash, or natural or man-made drainageway, in or into which surface or groundwater flows, either 
perennially or intermittently. 
 
CHANNEL MODIFICATION:  Alteration of a channel by changing the physical dimensions or materials 
of its bed or banks.  Channel modification includes damming, rip-rapping or other armoring, widening, 
deepening, straightening, relocating, lining and significant removal of bottom or woody vegetation of the 
channel.  Channel modification does not include the clearing of dead or dying vegetation, debris, or trash 
from the channel. 
 
CHAPTER:  This Chapter, being Chapter 150 of the Code. 
 
CHILD CARE FACILITY:  A building where any person, group of persons, agency, association or 
organization, whether established for gain or otherwise, who or which receives or arranges for care or 
placement of one or more children, unrelated to the operator of the facility, apart from the parents, with or 
without the transfer of the right of custody in any facility , established and maintained for the care of 
children. 
 
CITY:  The City of Highland Park, Lake County, Illinois. 
 
CITY COUNCIL:  The City Council of the City of Highland Park, Illinois. 
 
CITY FACILITIES:  Any building or structure owned or operated by the City including, without 
limitation, administrative offices, police and fire stations, public works garages, storage facilities, 
infrastructure, and recreational and social facilities.  (Ord. 63-05, J. 31, p. 258-260, passed 10/24/05) 
 
CITY MANAGER:  The City Manager of the City of Highland Park. 
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CLINIC:  A facility used for the diagnosis and treatment of physical and/or mental disorders on an 
outpatient basis. 
 
CLUB or LODGE, PRIVATE:  A non-profit association of persons who are bona fide members thereof 
who may pay annual dues, which association owns, hires or leases a building or portion thereof.  
"PRIVATE CLUB OR LODGE" shall not include an Adult Entertainment Cabaret. 
 
CODE:  The "Highland Park Code of 1968", as amended, of which this Chapter is a part. 
 
COMMON OPEN SPACE:  Open space of a parcel or development that (i) is set aside for the use and 
enjoyment by all persons who occupy a principal use or who reside on that parcel or within that 
development, and (ii) is free of structures, except for historic structures and/or approved recreational 
facilities.  Common open space shall not include:  (a) areas reserved for the exclusive use or benefit of an 
individual unit or lot; (b) dedicated streets, alleys, or other public rights-of-way; (c) vehicular drives, 
private streets, or parking, loading and storage areas; or (d) strips of land that are less than 20 feet wide.  
(Ord. 80-07, J. 33, p. 660-693, passed 11/13/07) 
 
CONDITIONAL APPROVAL REGULATORY FLOODWAY MAP CHANGE:  Pre-construction 
approval by IDNR/OWR and the Federal Emergency Management Agency of a proposed change to the 
Regulatory Floodway map and/or BFE.  This pre-construction approval, pursuant to Article XVIII of this 
Chapter, gives assurances to the property owner that once an Appropriate Use is constructed according to 
permitted plans, the Regulatory Floodway map and/or BFE can be changed, as previously agreed, upon 
review and acceptance of as-built plans.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
COIN-IN-SLOT-OPERATED AMUSEMENT DEVICE:  (Deleted by Ord. 24-07, J. 33, p. 180-181, 
passed 3/12/07) 
 
COMMERCIAL FRONT YARD:  That part of the front yard of a lot other than the 2 foot area adjacent to 
the front lot line thereof, located within the Commercial and Industrial zoning districts, maintained as 
open space except for paved off street parking and signs. 
 
COMMERCIAL SERVICE DISTRICT, B4:  See "ZONING DISTRICTS". 
 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLE:  Any vehicle operated for the transportation of persons or property in the 
furtherance of any commercial or industrial enterprise, for-hire or not-for-hire, but not including a 
commuter van, a vehicle used in a ridesharing arrangement when being used for that purpose, or a 
recreational vehicle not being used commercially. 
 
COMMERCIAL WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATION SERVICES:  Licensed commercial wireless 
telecommunication services including cellular, personal communication services, specialized mobilized 
radio, enhanced specialized mobilized radio, paging, and similar services that are marketed to the general 
public. (Ord. 11-98, passed 1/26/98) 
 
COMMUNITY or RECREATION CENTER:  A building in which members of a community may gather 
for social, educational, recreational or cultural activities operated on a not-for-profit basis. 
 
COMMUNITY LIVING FACILITY:  A transitional residential setting which provides guidance, 
supervision, training and other assistance to ambulatory, mildly and moderately developmentally disabled 
adults with the goal of eventually moving these persons to more independent living arrangements, and 
where residents are required to participate in day activities, such as vocational training, sheltered 
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workshops or regular employment.  A Community Living Facility shall not be a nursing or medical 
facility and shall house no more than 20 residents, excluding staff. 
 
COMMUNITY RESIDENTIAL ALTERNATIVE:  A home for developmentally disabled adults who are 
unable to live independently but are capable of community living if provided with an appropriate level of 
supervision, assistance and support services.  A Community Residential Alternative may provide training 
and guidance to residents in the skills of daily living and shall provide opportunities for participation in 
community activities.  A Community Residential Alternative shall not be a medical or nursing facility. 
 
COMPATIBILITY:  The characteristics of different uses or activities that permit them to be located near 
each other in harmony and without conflict.  In arriving at the determination of the compatibility of a 
particular use or activity the following shall be a minimum of the elements to be considered:  density of 
occupancy as measured by dwelling units per acre; floor area ratio; pedestrian or vehicular traffic 
generated; volume of goods handled; and such environmental effects as noise, vibration, glare, air 
pollution, erosion, or radiation. 
 
COMPENSATORY STORAGE:  An excavated, hydraulically equivalent volume of storage used to 
offset the loss of natural flood storage capacity when artificial fill or structures are placed within a 
regulatory floodplain. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN:  The Official Highland Park Comprehensive Master Plan of 1976, 
as amended. 
 
CONDITIONAL APPROVAL REGULATORY FLOODWAY MAP CHANGE:  Pre-construction 
approval by IDNR/OWR and the Federal Emergency Management Agency of a proposed change to the 
Regulatory Floodway map and/or BFE.  This pre-construction approval, pursuant to this Article, gives 
assurances to the property owner that once an Appropriate Use is constructed according to permitted 
plans, the Regulatory Floodway map and/or BFE can be changed, as previously agreed, upon review and 
acceptance of as-built plans. 
 
CONDITIONAL LETTER OF MAP REVISION or CLOMR:  A letter which indicates that the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency will revise base flood elevations, flood insurance rate zones, flood 
boundaries or Regulatory Floodway and/or BFE as shown on an effective Flood Hazard Boundary Map or 
Flood Insurance Rate Map, once the as-built plans are submitted and approved. 
 
CONDITIONAL USE:  See "SPECIAL USE". 
 
CONDOMINIUM:  A building, or group of buildings, in which units are owned individually and the 
structures and common areas and facilities are owned by all the owners on a proportional, undivided 
basis. 
 
CONGREGATE HOUSING:  Housing which provides a living arrangement of self-contained units (each 
containing a full kitchen and bath) that integrates shelter, food service, and other services for independent 
adults who do not require 24 hour oversight.  Services may include meals, laundry, transportation and 
housekeeping.  Congregate Housing does not require a state license. 
 
CONSERVATION:  Planned management or enhancement of the natural environment with the minimum 
introduction of foreign materials and alteration of the natural setting. 
 
CONSTRUCTION:  Any activity which would cause structures of any kind to be installed, erected or 
removed. 
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CONTIGUOUS OWNERSHIP:  Ownership of any parcel or tract of land by any person who 
simultaneously holds ownership to any adjacent parcel or tract of land. 
 
CONTROL STRUCTURE:  A structure designed to control the rate of flow that passes through the 
structure, given a specific upstream and downstream water surface elevation. 
 
CONVENIENCE FOOD MART:  A business, other than a restaurant or fast-food restaurant or carry-out 
restaurant or a drive-in restaurant, which sells food directly to the customer and occupies a floor area of 
less than 5,000 square feet. 
 
CONVERSION:  A change in a residential or mixed-use rental development to individual-owner 
residential condominium units.  (Ord. 52-03, J. 29, p. 174-185, passed 8/25/03) 
 
COUNTRY CLUB:  A club which includes a golf course. 
 
COUNTRY ESTATE RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (R1):  See "ZONING DISTRICTS". 
 
COUNTRY HOME RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (R2):  See "ZONING DISTRICTS". 
 
COVENANT:  A private or public written agreement relating to the use of, restriction of, interest in, or 
right to, real property and recorded with the Lake County Recorder of Deeds against the title to the real 
property to which it applies. 
 
COVERED DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:  Any development project in the City that is required to 
provide affordable housing units under the provisions of this Code.  Projects at one location undertaken in 
phases, stages, or otherwise developed in distinct sections shall be considered a single covered 
development project.  (Ord. 52-03, J. 29, p. 174-185, passed 8/25/03) 
 
CUL-DE-SAC:  A vehicular turnaround located at the termination of a dead end street. 
 
CURRENCY EXCHANGE:  Any establishment primarily engaged in the business or service of, and 
providing facilities for, cashing checks, drafts or money orders for a fee or service charge, or which is 
engaged in the business of selling or issuing money orders under its name, or any other money orders, or 
engaged in both such activities. 
 
CUTTING or UNDERCUTTING:  Shaping of the land surface through the moving of soil, rock or other 
materials. 
 
DAM:  All obstructions, wall embankments or barriers, together with their abutments and appurtenant 
works, if any, constructed for the purpose of storing or diverting water or creating a pool.  Underground 
water storage tanks are not included. 
 
DAMAGE:  Any destruction of or loss to real property including but not limited to that caused by fire, 
windstorm, flooding, or act of God.  With respect to stormwater management, wetland protection, and 
flood plain regulations, "Damage" means a measurable rise in flood heights on property currently subject 
to flooding, flooding of property currently not subject to flooding unless it is contained within the 
streambanks or a deed or plat restricted area or increases in velocity to the point where the rate of land 
lost to erosion and scour is significantly increased.  (Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
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DAY CARE HOME:  A dwelling unit which receives children for care during the day and which is 
licensed as such by the State of Illinois. 
 
DAY NURSERIES:  See NURSERY, DAY. 
 
DECIBEL:  A unit of measurement of the intensity (loudness) of sound.  Sound level meters which are 
employed to measure the intensity of sound are calibrated in "decibels". 
 
DECIDUOUS:  A plant with foliage that is shed annually. (Added by Ord. 71-07, J. 33, p. 461-508, 
passed 9/24/07) 
 
DECK:  A structure which is open to the sky (as opposed to a "Porch") and which provides a platform 
that is raised more than six (6) inches above the ground. 
 
DEED OR PLAT RESTRICTION:   Permanent easements, covenants, deed restricted open spaces, 
outlots dedicated to a public entity, reserved plat areas and conservation easements dedicated to meet the 
requirements of Article XVIII of this Chapter, or public road rights-of-way that contain any part of the 
stormwater management system of a development.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99; Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 
073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
DENSITY:  The number of dwelling units per unit of land measure. 
 
DEPRESSIONAL STORAGE AREAS:  Non-riverine depressions where stormwater collects. 
 
DESIGN STORM:  A selected storm event, described in terms of the probability of occurring once within 
a given number of years, for which stormwater or flood control improvements are designed and built. 
 
DESIGNATED EROSION CONTROL INSPECTOR:  A person responsible for, at minimum, verifying 
compliance and on-going maintenance of the approved soil erosion and sediment control plan measures of 
a development, and who is recommended to meet the minimum qualification requirements of a, b, c, and 
d below, as follows: 
 
 a. Provide a one-page statement of qualifications in the areas noted below and a request to 
be included on the SMC Designated Erosion Control Inspector qualified listing, which signed statement 
will be considered as evidence of qualifications; 
 
 b. Pass the Designated Erosion Control Inspector Exam that is administered by SMC; 
 
 c. Completion of an SMC-approved soil erosion and sediment control course and meet the 
requirements of one of the following: 
 
  1. Have an official designation as a Certified Professional n Erosion and Sediment 
Control (CPESC); or 
 
  2. Two years cumulative experience in the Upper Midwest Region on soil erosion 
and sediment control inspections; and  
 
 d. The listing of Designated Erosion Control Inspectors shall be officially updated every 
three years by the SMC.  A minimum of 24 work-related professional development hours, including SMC 
mandatory training for this designation, shall be obtained within the three-year period in order to qualify 
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for re-listing.  Documentation shall be self-monitoring and shall be provided to SMC upon application for 
listing.  (Added by Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
DESIGNATED EROSION CONTROL INSPECTOR EXAM:  An exam that is formally adopted and 
administered by the SMC to establish minimum qualifications for an individual to be listed as a 
Designated Erosion Control Inspector by the SMC.  Formal adoption of this exam by the SMC shall 
include the determination of a starting date for the Designated Erosion Control Inspector Program 
requirements in this ordinance.  (Added by Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
DETENTION FACILITY:  A man-made structure for the temporary storage of stormwater runoff with 
controlled release during or immediately following a storm. 
 
DETENTION VOLUME SAFETY FACTOR:  A multiplication factor applied to a development’s 
detention volume when the detention facility is constructed on-stream.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
DEVELOPMENT:  The performance of any construction or earth moving activity, the making of a 
material change in the use or appearance of any structure or land, the division of land into two (2) or more 
lots, or the creation or termination of rights of access or littoral rights.  With respect to stormwater 
management, wetland protection, and floodplain regulations, "Development" means any finalization of 
plat, replat, or man-made change to real estate by private or public agencies including: 
 
a. Construction, reconstruction, repair, or placement of a building or any addition to a building; 
 
b. Drilling, mining, installation of utilities, construction of roads, bridges, or similar projects; 
 
c. Clearing of land as an adjunct of construction; 
 
d. Construction or erection of levees, walls, fences, dams, or culverts; channel modification; filling, 

dredging, grading, excavating, paving, or other alterations of the ground surface; storage of 
materials; deposit of solid or liquid waste; or 

 
e. Any other activity that might change the direction, height, volume or velocity of flood or surface 

water, including the drainage of wetlands and removal of vegetation to the extent such that the 
wetland would no longer meet the criteria of supporting hydrophytic vegetation as defined in this 
Section except that which would be considered appropriate for management purposes. 

 
 Development does not include maintenance of existing buildings and facilities  such as 
resurfacing of roadways when the road elevation is not increased, or gardening, plowing, and similar 
agricultural practices that do not involve filling, grading, or construction of levees.  Nor does 
development include agricultural practices outside of the Regulatory Floodplain involving filling or 
grading as part of a Natural Resources Conservation Service designed and approved conservation project 
(i.e. terraces, grass waterways).  Additionally, development does not include fence installation, pole 
placement, drilling or other minor auxiliary construction activity which does not affect stormwater runoff 
rates or volumes as long as the development activity is not located in a Regulatory Floodplain, wetland or 
channel.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99; Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN:  A preliminary or final plan meeting the requirements of this Chapter for the 
construction of a Planned Unit Development. 
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DIAMETER BREAST HEIGHT OR “DBH”:  The diameter of a Tree measured at four and one-half feet 
(4-1/2’) above the existing grade at the base of the Tree.  (Deleted by Ord. 11-2000, passed 2/28/00; Ord. 
38-01, J. 27, p. 146-167, passed 6/25/01) 
 
DIRECTOR:  The City Manager of the City or his duly authorized agents. 
 
DISCRETE PULSES:  In connection with sound and vibration, pulses which do not exceed one hundred 
(100) impulses per minute. 
 
DISTRICT or ZONING DISTRICT:  A portion of the City for which the regulations governing the use, 
area, bulk, density, and setbacks of structures and property are uniform as established in this Chapter. 
 
DOG RUN:  An area enclosed by a fence for the containment of dogs or other domestic animals.  For 
purposes of this Chapter, a dog run is considered a structure.  For purposes of this definition "fence" shall 
not include invisible electronic fences. 
 
DOMESTIC PET SERVICES:  Any business where clipping, bathing, and related services are provided 
for dogs, cats, and other domestic pets but not including veterinary care and/or overnight boarding. 
 
DOMINANT PLANT SPECIES:  A plant species that comprises greater than 50% of the vegetative layer.  
The vegetative layer is defined as a subunit of a plant community in which all component species exhibit 
the same growth form (e.g., trees, saplings, shrubs, herbs).  (Ord. 12-02, J. 28, p. 28-43, 2/25/02; Ord. 19-
07, J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
DORMITORY BUILDING:  Located on a privately owned and operated golf course, a building 
containing a number or private or semiprivate rooms for residents, usually along with common bathroom 
facilities and recreation areas. 
 
DRAINAGE AREA:  The land area above a given point that contributes stormwater to that point. 
 
DRIVE-IN FACILITY:  An enterprise, other than a gasoline and/or diesel fuel station, which 
accommodates the patrons' motor vehicles and from which the occupants of the motor vehicles may make 
purchases, transact business or view motion pictures or other entertainment. 
 
DRIVEWAY:  A private access way that provides direct access from a street to not more than one (1) lot 
or principal building or use, except as may otherwise be provided by this Code. 
 
DRUG STORE:  A place of business which includes a pharmacy and which also offers for retail sale 
cosmetics, stationery, and sundries. 
 
DRY DETENTION FACILITY:  A dry detention facility is a detention facility designed to drain 
completely after temporary storage of stormwater flows and to normally be dry over the majority of its 
bottom area. 
 
DWELLING, ATTACHED:  A single-family dwelling unit that is attached to two or more one-family 
dwelling units by unpierced, common fire-resistant walls.  (Ord. 80-07, J. 33, p. 660-693, passed 
11/13/07) 
 
DWELLING, TWO-FAMILY:  A multiple dwelling building which is designed to contain two (2) 
dwelling units and no more than two (2) dwelling units. 
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DWELLING UNIT:  One (1) or more rooms in a residential structure which are arranged, designed, used 
or intended to be used by one (1) family,  and which includes complete kitchen and complete bath and 
toilet facilities permanently installed. 
wire  
 
EARTH MOVING:  Any excavating, cutting or filling, or any combination thereof. 
 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION:  Public, parochial, charitable or non profit elementary and high school, 
junior college. college or university, other than trade or business schools, including instructional and 
recreational uses with or without living quarters, dining rooms, restaurants, heating plants, and other 
incidental facilities for students, teachers, and employees. 
 
ELECTRICAL CODE:  Chapter 172 of this Code, as the same has been, and may from time to time 
hereafter be, amended. (Ord. 32-02, J. 28, p. 227-264, passed 5/13/02) 
 
ELIGIBLE HOUSEHOLD:  For purposes of Article XXI of this Code, a household of low- or moderate-
income.  (Ord. 52-03, J. 29, p. 174-185, passed 8/25/03) 
 
ELEVATION CERTIFICATES:  A form published by the Federal Emergency Management Agency that 
is used to certify the elevation to which a building has been constructed. 
 
EMERGENCY OVERFLOW:  The structure in a stormwater management system designed to protect the 
system in event of a malfunction of the primary flow structure or a storm event greater than the system 
design.  The emergency overflow capacity initiates at the facility design high water level or base flood 
elevations.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER:  The City Manager of the City or his duly authorized agent or 
representative. 
 
ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREA:  An area with one or more of the following characteristics:  
(1) surface waters, including lakes, ponds, and streams; (2) steep slopes; (3) regulatory floodplain; (4) 
regulatory floodway; (5) hydric soils; (6) soils classified as subject to erosion; (7) stream corridors; (8) 
mature stands of native vegetation; (9) high quality aquatic resources; (10) habitats of endangered species 
and (11) Medium and High Priority Open Space Parcels identified in the North Branch of the Chicago 
River Open Space Plan.  (Ord. 80-07, J. 33, p. 660-693, passed 11/13/07) 
 
EROSION:  The general process whereby soils are detached and moved by flowing water  or wave action.  
(Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
ESTABLISHED BUILDING SETBACK:  In a block containing three (3) or more single family 
residences, in the event fifty percent (50%) or more of the lots fronting on one side of such block are 
improved with principal buildings that have setbacks greater in depth than required for such given zoning 
district in this Chapter, upon each such improved lot (exclusive of the lot for which a building permit is 
sought) the distance to the front lot line thereof from the foundation of the principal or accessory building 
closest to the front lot line shall be the existing setback.  In the R5, R5A, R6, and R7 zoning districts, the 
established building setback is the lesser of (i) the average of the existing setbacks of such foundations on 
such block, and (ii) 150% of the minimum front yard setback set forth in the bulk regulations of the 
applicable zoning district.  In all other zoning districts, the established building setback is the average of 
the existing setbacks of such foundations on such block.  (Ord. 72-06, J. 32, p. 343-344, passed 11-13-06) 
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EVERGREEN:  A plant with foliage that persists and remains green year-round. (Added by Ord. 71-07, J. 
33, p. 461-508, passed 9/24/07) 
 
EXCAVATING:  Removing of soil or other materials by digging or scooping out. 
 
EXCEPTIONAL FUNCTIONAL VALUE WETLAND:  Any Waters of the United States or isolated 
lake, pond or wetland identified as such in the USEPA Advanced Identification Study of Lake County 
(ADID) or any Waters of the United States that through a functional assessment meets the criteria defined 
in that study for determining exceptional functional value.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
FAA:  The Federal Aviation Administration of the United States of America. (Ord. 11-98, passed 
1/26/98) 
 
FAMILY:  An individual, or two (2) or more persons related by blood or marriage or adoption, living 
together in a dwelling unit; or a group of not more than five (5) persons who need not be related by blood 
or marriage or adoption, living as a single housekeeping unit in a dwelling unit, and sharing common 
facilities as considered reasonably appropriate for a family related by blood, marriage or adoption; in 
either case exclusive of servants. 
 
FARMED WETLAND:  Wetlands that are farmed currently, or have been farmed within 5 years previous 
to the permit applications date, as defined in 7 CFR Part 12 (61 FR 47025). (Ord. 12-02, J. 28, p. 28-43, 
2/25/02) 
 
FCC:  The Federal Communications Commission of the United States of America. (Ord. 11-98, passed 
1/26/98) 
 
FEE-IN-LIEU OF ON-SITE STORMWATER STORAGE:  A fee assessed to a permit applicant used to 
contribute to the cost of the capital improvement component of basin plans; such as, regional detention 
site(s) or improvements to downstream conveyances "in-lieu-of" constructing on-site detention or for 
compensatory storage requirements for streambreaks and shoreline restoration fills of less than 200 cubic 
yards.  (Ord. 68-2000, adopted 10/23/00) 
 
FEMA:  The Federal Emergency Management Agency and its regulations codified as 44 CFR 59-79 
effective as of October 1, 1986.  This incorporation does not include any later editions or amendments.  
(Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
FENCE:  A structure which is a barrier and which is used as a means of protection or confinement, 
providing privacy, security, weather control, esthetic appearance and/or boundary definitions for land and 
land uses, and made of manufactured material such as, but not limited to, steel, aluminum, wood and/or 
masonry material, including but not limited to: 
 
1. Solid Fence:  A fence, including gates, thick or dense in appearance or texture over its entire 

vertical and horizontal height and length, having no open breaks or divisions and which conceals 
from view from adjoining properties activities conducted behind. 

 
2. Open Fence:  A fence, including gates, fifty (50) percent of the area of each one (1) square foot 

segment extending over the entire length and height of which fence consists of open air spaces 
which afford a direct view through the fence; which fence is constructed of posts carrying boards, 
rails, pickets, or wire or constructed of iron consisting of vertical or horizontal bars or other open 
work. 
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3. Chain Link Fence:  A fence made of wire helically wound and interwoven in such a manner as to 
provide a continuous mesh without knots or ties, except in the form of "knuckling" the ends of the 
wires to form a selvage of the fabric.  As used herein, "knuckling" is a term used to describe the 
type of selvage obtained by interlocking adjacent pairs of wire ends and then bending the wire 
ends back into a closed loop. 

 
FILLING:  Depositing of soil, rock or other materials by other than natural means. 
 
FINAL ORDER:  A conclusion or statement of decision rendered by the Board of Appeals in a particular 
case which affects the legal rights, duties, or privileges of persons and which terminates the proceedings 
in the case before the Board of Appeals. 
 
FINDING:  A determination of facts based on the evidence presented during a public hearing and 
prepared by a hearing officer or body in support of its decision. 
 
FLOOD:  A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry land areas 
from overflow of inland or tidal waves, or the unusual and rapid accumulation of runoff of surface waters 
from any source. 
 
FLOOD FREQUENCY:  A period of years, based on a statistical analysis, during which a flood of a 
stated magnitude may be expected to be equaled or exceeded. 
 
FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAPS or FIRM:  A map prepared by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency or HUD that depicts the special flood hazard area (SFHA) within a community.  This map 
includes insurance rate zones and Regulatory Floodplains and may or may not depict Regulatory 
Floodways. 
 
FLOOD LIGHT:  A projector designed for lighting a scene or object to a brightness considerably greater 
than its surroundings.  (Ord. 53-05, J. 31, p. 173-181, passed 8/22/05) 
 
FLOODPLAIN (REGULATORY):  See Regulatory Floodplain. 
 
FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT:  An overall program of corrective and preventive measures for 
avoiding or reducing future flood damage. 
 
FLOODPLAIN STUDY:  A study that has been formally adopted by the SMC, excluding base flood 
determinations performed for a specific development site, that examines, analyzes, evaluates or 
determines the hydraulic and hydrologic characteristics of flood hazards for a basin or partial basin area.  
To be used a s a regulatory instrument the study shall, at a minimum, meet the FEMA criteria specified in 
‘Guidelines and Specifications for Flood Hazard Mapping Partners’, most current version.  (Ord. 92-99, 
adopted 11/8/99; Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
FLOOD-PRONE AREA:  Any area inundated by the base flood. 
 
FLOOD PROTECTION ELEVATION or FPE:  The elevation of the base flood elevation plus 2 feet of 
freeboard. 
 
FLOODPROOFING:  Any combination of structural and non-structural additions, changes or adjustments 
to structures or property which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved real property, 
water and sanitary facilities, structures and their contents. 
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FLOODPROOFING CERTIFICATE:  A form published by the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
that is used to certify that a building has been designed and constructed to be structurally dry 
floodproofed to the flood protection elevation. 
 
FLOOD TABLE LAND:  The land area immediately adjacent to flood-prone areas with greater than 100 
acres of tributary drainage area, the elevation of which is greater than the base flood elevation by two (2) 
feet or less.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
FLOODWAY (REGULATORY):  See Regulatory Floodway. 
 
FLOOR AREA or GROSS FLOOR AREA:  The floor area, including the exterior building walls, of a 
building or structure, minus the following allowable deductions: 
 
1. Parking area supplied within structure; 
 
2. Storage or stock area accessory to the principal use of the structure; 
 
3. Restrooms and mechanical equipment rooms; and 
 
4. Kitchens and areas occupied by permitted specialized automatic mechanical or electrical 

equipment or apparatus. 
 
FLOOR AREA OF A BUILDING FOR PURPOSES OF CALCULATING F.A.R.:  The sum of 
the gross horizontal area of the several floors of a building measured from the exterior face of the 
exterior walls, without deduction for hallways, stairs, closets, thickness of walls, columns, interior 
balconies and mezzanines, atriums, or similar interior features.  Such area shall exclude any cellar. 
Such area shall include parking decks, garages (attached or detached – either above, below, or 
partially below grade) and other below grade parking areas not open to the sky, attic areas, and 
any roofed structure (principal or accessory use).  If an interior space has a ceiling height of 14’-0” 
or greater, the floor area of that space shall be counted twice for the purpose of F.A.R. calculation.  
If an interior space has a sloped ceiling, only that portion of the floor having a ceiling height of 
14’-0” or greater shall be counted twice for the purpose of F.A.R. calculation and only that area 
having a ceiling height of less than 7’-0” shall not be counted for the purpose of F.A.R. 
calculation.  (Ord. 3-05, J. 31, p. 007-009, passed 1/10/05) 

FLOOR AREA RATIO (FAR):  The floor area of a building divided by the area of the legal lot of record 
on which it is located. (Ord. 46-04, J. 30, p. 175-180, passed 6/28/04) 
 
FOOT CANDLE (fc):  The American unit used to measure the total amount of light cast on a surface 
(illuminance).  One foot candle is equivalent to the illuminance produced by one candle at a distance of 
one foot.  One foot candle is approximately equal to ten (10) Lux, the British unit used to measure 
illuminance.  (Ord. 53-05, J. 31, p. 173-181, passed 8/22/05) 
 
FOOTPRINT:  The specific area depicted upon a Development Plan or a Building Site Plan which 
demonstrates the exact perimeter boundaries of structures. 
 
FORESTED WETLAND:  A wetland area with 30 percent greater areal coverage of trees.  Trees refer to 
woody plants that are greater than 3 inches in diameter at breast height (DBH) and with a height of 
greater than 20 feet.  (Added by Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
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FORT SHERIDAN:  The property that has heretofore been designated as a federal military reservation, 
which is legally described in the Fort Sheridan Retrocession Law of 1992, 5 ILCS 541/20 5. 
 
FORT SHERIDAN JOINT PLAN COMMISSION or JPC:  A commission authorized pursuant to Section 
11-12 13 of the Illinois Municipal Code, and the "HIGHWOOD/HIGHLAND PARK 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL PLANNING AGREEMENT OF 1996", with the jurisdiction and powers set 
forth in said Agreement. 
 
FRAMEWORK PLAN:  The long range general plan undertaken as part of a master planning process to 
provide the foundation and goals from which a master site plan is derived for any given tract zoned to the 
HC (Health Care) Zoning District, which includes a system for organized growth and future development 
expansion of a health care campus, articulating the broad goals and more specific objectives for the 
facilities on the health care campus and which correlates future development of the site with the 
Comprehensive Master Plan of the City. 
 
FREEBOARD:  An increment of height added to the base flood elevation to provide a factor of safety for 
uncertainties in calculations, unknown local conditions, wave actions and unpredictable effects such as 
those caused by ice or debris jams. 
 
FREQUENCY:  The number of oscillations per second in a sound wave, measuring the pitch of the 
resulting sound. 
 
FRONTAGE:  All the real property adjacent to a street or alley on a given block. 
 
FRONT LOT LINE:  With respect to any lot other than a lot-in-depth, the lot line thereof coextensive 
with the right-of-way line of any adjacent and abutting street.  The front lot line of a lot-in-depth shall be 
the lot line adjacent to and most perpendicular to the stem. 
 
FRONT YARD:  Upon any lot, other than a lot-in-depth, that yard adjacent to any front lot line and 
maintained, except as otherwise set forth in this Code and except for ingress and egress drives and 
sidewalks traversing the same in a fashion other than parallel to the front lot line it abuts, as open space.  
Front yards are measured by a line at right angles to the front lot line, or by the radial line in the case of a 
curved front lot line.  See also "ESTABLISHED BUILDING SETBACKS" and "COMMERCIAL 
FRONT YARD". 
 
FULL CUTOFF FIXTURE:  A fixture that when installed projects all light below a horizontal plane 
through the fixture’s lowest light emitting portion, as determined by photometric test or certified by the 
fixture’s manufacturer; and no more than ten percent (10%) of the fixture luminous output may be above 
eighty degrees (80˚) relative to nadir.  A fixture with a drop lens shall not be as a full cutoff fixture.  (Ord. 
53-05, J. 31, p. 173-181, passed 8/22/05) 
 
FULLY SHIELDED FIXTURE:  A fixture constructed in such a manner that the lamp is not visible and 
no light emitting portion of the fixture is visible when viewed from the property line.  (Ord. 53-05, J. 31, 
p. 173-181, passed 8/22/05) 
 
FUNCTIONAL ASSESSMENT:  An assessment of a wetland's flood storage, water quality and other 
beneficial functions. 
 
GARAGE:  A building designed for sheltering motor vehicles, including: 
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BL 

BL 

= corners/vertices 

Ss 

= 5 ft. intervals 

BL 

BL= Subdivision Setback Line Ss= Steep Slope Line 
 

Ss 

1. Private Garage:  Being a garage owned by a person for sheltering motor vehicles owned by such 
person; and 

 
2. Public Garage:  A garage used in the business of sheltering motor vehicles owned by persons 

other than the garage owner. 
 
GASOLINE and/or DIESEL FUEL STATION:  Buildings and premises where gasoline, oil, grease, 
batteries, tires and automobile accessories may be supplied and dispensed at retail, and where, in addition, 
the following services may be rendered and sales made:  sales and servicing of spark plugs, batteries, and 
distribution of parts; tire service and repair, but not recapping or regrooving; replacement of mufflers and 
tailpipes, water hoses, fan belts, brake fluid, light bulbs, fuses, floor mats, seat covers, windshield wipers 
and wiper blades, grease retainers, wheel bearings, mirrors and the like; vehicle radiator cleaning and 
flushing; hand vehicle washing and polishing and the sale of automotive washing and polishing materials; 
greasing and lubrication; and other minor motor vehicle repair of vehicles.  Services at a gasoline and/or 
diesel fuel station do not include major motor vehicle repair. 
 
GAZEBO:  An accessory structure detached from any other building on the premises and unenclosed by 
solid walls, except that such structure may have a roof. 
 
GENERATOR:  An electromechanical machine that converts mechanical energy into electrical energy 
and generates electrical power either as an alternating current, an alternator, or as a direct current, a 
dynamo.  (Ord. 44-04, J. 30, p. 166-172, passed 6/28/04) 
 
GOLF COURSE:  A public, semi-public or private grounds over which the game of golf is played, 
including accessory buildings and land uses incidental thereto. 
 
GRADE or GRADE LEVEL:  The average elevation at the corners of the smallest polygon 
formed by the intersecting lines of: the minimum required front yard, rear yard, side yard, 
subdivision setback lines, and steep slope setback lines (excluding established front yard setback 
lines) on a legal lot of record; and, which polygon is entirely outside of a steep slope zone.  If the 
required yards and subdivision setback lines do not intersect to form “corners” (e.g., as in a 
circular shaped lot), then grade shall be the average elevation measured in five-foot intervals along 
the smallest continuous boundary of buildable area formed by required yards, subdivision setback, 
and steep slope, excluding established front yard setback lines.  Grade shall be established prior to 
any development, demolition, or issuance of a drainage and grading permit or tree removal permit. 

 
 

(Ord. 03-05, J. 31, p. 007-009, passed 1/10/05) 
 

GROSS 

LEASABLE AREA:  Within a multiple-family residential structure wherein dwelling units are leased, 
that area comprising the total square footage of all of such dwelling units exclusive of common areas 
including but not limited to common rooms available for use by tenants and their guests. 
 
GROUP HOME:  A residential building or portion thereof designed as a child care facility operated by an 
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institution accredited by the State of Illinois, which institution and facility provide supervised 
maintenance or personal care in a quasi-family setting for not more than ten (10) children, ages six (6) to 
under twenty-two (22) years, not of common parentage, for part or all of the day and/or night. 
 
GUEST PARKING:  Designated and unrestricted off-street parking space(s) available for guests who 
visit dwelling units.  (Ord. 30-09, J. 35, p. 088-095, passed 4/27/09) 
 
HALFWAY HOUSE:  A transitional residential setting which provides guidance, supervision, training, 
and other assistance to individuals, with the goal of eventually moving these persons to more independent 
living arrangements. 
 
HEALTH CARE CAMPUS:  A site which is developed pursuant to a master site plan as a unified setting 
containing primarily health care and related uses and structures designed for the providing, study, and 
administration of human health and medical services, accommodating a synthesis of health care related 
uses, which may include but are not limited to: 
 
1. Hospital and related uses, which may include alcoholic, psychiatric and narcotic treatment 

facilities; ambulatory surgical treatment facilities; emergency and trauma centers; hospices; 
medical clinics/surgical centers; medical diagnostic facilities, including magnetic resonance 
imaging equipment, miscellaneous medical facilities and services; and specialized hospital 
facilities; 

 
2. Medical offices and related uses such as chiropractors' offices; dental laboratories; dental offices; 

medical laboratories; offices for the fitting and repair of hearing aids, prosthetic appliances and 
the like; optometrists' and ophthalmologists offices; and psychiatrists' and psychologists' offices; 

 
3. Residential uses such as assisted living facilities; community residential alternative/group homes 

for the disabled/community living facilities; congregate housing; group homes; intermediate or 
long term care facilities; skilled nursing care facilities; nursing home care facilities; respite 
facilities; sheltered care facilities; single family dwellings; two (2) family dwellings; and multiple 
family dwellings; and 

 
4. Accessory uses as set forth elsewhere in this Chapter, but specifically excluding heliports and 

parking decks unless authorized as a conditional use. 
 
HEALTH CARE DISTRICT (HC):  See "ZONING DISTRICTS". 
 
HEALTH CLUB:  A facility designed for the major purpose of physical fitness or weight reduction which 
includes, but is not limited to, such equipment as weight resistance machines, whirlpools, saunas, 
showers, and lockers and which may include racquet courts, and/or swimming pool.  This shall not 
include a municipal or privately owned recreation building and/or adult entertainment cabaret. 
 
HEALTH CLUB (MINOR):  A Health Club, as herein defined, that is less than 3,000 square feet and 
contains no more than four showers for customer use.  (Ord. 49-04, J. 30, p. 200-202, passed 7/12/04) 
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HEIGHT, MAXIMUM:  For structures located in the R1-R7 zoning districts, inclusive, the vertical 
distance measured from grade to the highest point of a roof; in all other zoning districts height shall be 
measured as the vertical distance in feet of a building measured from grade to the highest point of the 
coping of a flat roof or the deck line of a mansard roof or to the mean level between the eaves of the ridge 
of a gable, hip or gambrel roof, or to the highest point of a shed roof; provided that antenna towers with a 
maximum height of sixty (60) feet and antenna tower structures (including mast and antenna) having an 
overall height of not more than seventy (70) feet; and aesthetic design features (including dormer 
windows), equipment penthouses, steeples, chimneys, etc., or other towers shall not be counted in 
measuring the height of buildings. 

 
HELIPORT:  "Heliport" shall include "Helipads" and "Helistops" and shall mean an area on land or upon 
a structure set aside and used for the landing  and takeoff of rotary wing aircraft. 
 
HID LAMP:  High Intensity Discharge Lamp.  Included groups are High Pressure Sodium, Mercury 
Vapor, and Metal Halide.  (Ord. 53-05, J. 31, p. 173-181, passed 8/22/05) 
 
HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (RM2):  See "ZONING DISTRICTS". 
 
HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL/OFFICE DISTRICT (RO):  See "ZONING DISTRICTS". 
 
HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (B3):  See "ZONING DISTRICTS". 
 
HIGH-QUALITY AQUATIC RESOURCES (HQAR):  Waters of the United States or Isolated Waters of 
Lake County that are determined to be critical due to their uniqueness, scarcity, function and/or value as 
defined in the Lake County Watershed Development Ordinance.  The following are descriptions of high-
quality aquatic resources: 
 
1. Advanced Identification (ADID) sites:  Aquatic sites that have been identified by the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers, Chicago District and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, 1992, Advanced Identification (ADID) Study, Lake County, 
Illinois, Chicago, Illinois) or latest ADID study. 

 
2. Bog:  A low nutrient peatland, usually in a glacial depression, that is acidic in the surface stratum 

and often dominated at least in part by the genus Sphagnum. 
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3. Ephemeral Pool:  A seasonally inundated depression, within a forested wetland or upland 

community, usually located on a moraine, glacial outwash plain, or in an area shallow to bedrock; 
also known locally as a “vernal pool.”  These areas may not be permanently vegetated. 

 
4. Fen:  A peatland, herbaceous (including calcareous floating mats) or wooded, with calcareous 

groundwater flow. 
 
5. High Quality Forested Wetland:  A forested wetland dominated by native woody vegetation by at 

least one of the following species or genera:  Carya spp., Cephalanthus occidentalis, Cornus 
alternifolia, Fraxinus nigra, Juglans cinerea, and Quercus spp.  (Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, 
passed 2/12/07) 

 
6. Sedge Meadow:  A wetland dominated by at least one of the following genera:  Carex, 

Calamagrostis, Cladium, Deschampsia, Rhynchospora, Scleria, or Eriophorum.  (Ord. 19-07, J. 
33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 

 
7. Seep:  A wetland, herbaceous or wooded, with saturated soil or inundation resulting from the 

diffuse flow of groundwater to the surface stratum. 
 
8. Streams shown on the most recent USGS quadrangle map as a perennial (solid blue line) or 

intermittent (dashed blue line) that are not determined to be a Water of the U.S.  If a site specific 
Index of Biological Integrity (IBI) assessment is lower than 35, this stream reach shall not be 
considered a HQAR. 

 
9. Streamside March:  An Isolated Waters or Lake County wetland that is within a 10-year riverine 

floodplain and dominated by herbaceous species. 
 
10. Wet Prairie:  A wetland dominated by native graminoid species with a diverse indigenous forb 

component that is seasonally saturated and/or temporarily inundated. 
 
11. Wetland supporting Federal or Illinois endangered or threatened species:  For current state-listed 

species, reference Illinois Endangered Species Protection Board’s “Checklist of Endangered and 
Threatened Animals and Plants of Illinois” and/or contact the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources.  For Federally-listed species, reference the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
“Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants” list (latest edition) and/or contact the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. 

 
12. Wetlands with a Floristic Quality Index of 20 or greater or a mean C-value of 3.5 or greater:  

Reference Plants of the Chicago Region  (F. Swink and G. Wilhelm, 4th edition, Indianapolis:  
Indiana Academy of Science, 1994). 

 
13. Wetlands that are within a designated Illinois Natural Areas Inventory Site (INAI). (Ord. 12-02, J. 

28, p. 28-43, 2/25/02) 
 
HIGHWOOD/HIGHLAND PARK INTERGOVERNMENTAL PLANNING AGREEMENT OF 1996:  
The Intergovernmental Agreement dated the 27th day of September 1996 and adopted by the City of 
Highwood pursuant to Ordinance 96-0-24 and by the City of Highland Park pursuant to Ordinance No. 
51-96, as same may be amended from time to time. 
 
HISTORIC STRUCTURE:  A "Historic Structure" is any structure that is: 
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a. Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places or preliminarily determined by the 

Secretary of the Interior as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National 
Register; 

 
b. Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to the 

historic district or a district preliminarily determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered 
historic district; 

 
c. Individually listed on the State inventory of historic places by the Illinois Historic Preservation 

Agency; or 
 
d. Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places that has been certified by the Illinois 

Historic Preservation Agency.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
HOME OCCUPATION:  An accessory use of a service character customarily conducted within a 
dwelling by the residents thereof, which is clearly secondary to the residential use of the dwelling for 
living purposes, which does not change the character thereof; and which is conducted in compliance with 
the applicable regulations of this Code. 
 
HOSPICE:  A facility in which care for terminally ill patients is provided. 
 
HOSPITAL:  Any institution, place, structure, or agency, public or private, whether organized for profit 
or not, licensed by the State of Illinois, devoted primarily to the maintenance and operation of facilities 
for the diagnosis and treatment and medical care of humans having illness, disease, injury, deformity, 
pregnancy, or abnormal human physical condition. 
 
HOTEL or MOTEL:  A building in which lodging is provided and offered to the public for compensation, 
and which is open to transient guests, in contradistinction to a "boarding house" or "lodging house" as 
herein defined. 
 
HOUSE TRAILERS:  See "MOBILE HOMES". 
 
HOUSING EXPENSES:  (1) For rental housing – rent and utilities; (2) for home ownership – principal, 
interest, property taxes, condominium or homeowners’ association fees, if applicable, and insurance.  
(Ord. 52-03, J. 29, p. 174-185, passed 8/25/03) 
 
HYDRAULICALLY EQUIVALENT COMPENSATORY STORAGE:  Compensatory storage placed 
between the proposed normal water elevation and the proposed 100-year flood elevation.  All storage lost 
or displaced below the existing 10-year flood elevation is replaced below the proposed 10-year flood 
elevation.  All storage lost or displaced above the existing 10-year flood elevation is replaced above the 
proposed 10-year flood elevation. 
 
HYDRIC SOIL:  A soil that is saturated, flooded, or ponded long enough during the growing season to 
develop an anaerobic conditions in the upper part. 
 
HYDROLOGIC AND HYDRAULIC CALCULATIONS:  Engineering analyses which determine 
expected flood flows and flood elevations based on land characteristics and rainfall events. 
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HYDROLOGICALLY DISTURBED:  An area where the land surface has been cleared, grubbed, 
compacted, or otherwise modified to alter stormwater runoff, volumes, rates, flow direction or inundation 
direction.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
HYDROPHYTIC VEGETATION:  Plant life growing in water, soil or on a substrate that is at least 
periodically deficient in oxygen as a result of excessive water content. 
 
IDNR/OWR:  Illinois Department of Water Resources, Office of Water Resources, previously known as 
IDOT/DWR.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
I.E.S.:  Illuminating Engineering Society of North America.  (Ord. 53-05, J. 31, p. 173-181, passed 
8/22/05) 
 
ILLICIT DISCHARGE:  Any discharge or dumping of material into the stormwater management system 
or a floodprone area that is not composed entirely of storm water, except for discharges allowed under 
NPDES Permit No. ILR40 Part I.B.2.  (Added by Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
ILLINOIS URBAN MANUAL:  The Natural Resources Conservation Service Illinois Urban Manual, a 
technical manual designed for urban ecosystem protection and enhancement.  This manual contains 
design guidance for a development site to meet the Watershed Development Ordinance performance 
standards for soil erosion and sediment control.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
IMPACT VIBRATION:  Vibrations occurring in discrete pulses separated by an interval of at least one 
(1) minute and numbering no more than eight (8) per twenty-four (24) hour period. 
 
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE:  Any hard-surfaced, man-made area that does not readily absorb or retain 
water, including but not limited to building roofs, parking and driveway areas, graveled areas, sidewalks 
and paved recreation areas.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE RATIO:  That part of the surface of any lot occupied by buildings, structures, 
and/or other impervious surfaces, including but not limited to sidewalks, driveways, accessory buildings 
or other structures, divided by the area of the lot.  (Ord. 80-99, adopted 9/27/99) 
 
INDUSTRIAL:  See "MANUFACTURING". 
 
INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT:  See "LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT". 
 
IN-KIND REPLACEMENT (CULVERT):  An in-kind culvert replacement has an equivalent cross-
sectional area, shape, roughness coefficient, and inlet and outlet elevations; or the replacement may be 
shown to have an equivalent hydraulic capacity using appropriate engineering calculations. 
 
INSPECT:  To visit, or to review plans, or to oversee a site visit or plan review per generally accepted 
engineering practice. 
 
INTERESTED PARTY:  See "PARTY OF RECORD or INTERESTED PARTY". 
 
INTERMEDIATE or LONG-TERM CARE FACILITY:  A facility which is equipped to provide medical 
care and programs to meet the needs of persons who are disabled, infirm, or of advanced age, in a 
residential setting, for as long as necessary. 
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ISOLATED WATERS OF LAKE COUNTY:  All waters such as lakes, ponds, streams (including 
intermittent streams), farmed wetlands, and wetlands that are not under U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
jurisdiction.  The limits of the Isolated Waters of Lake County extend to the ordinary high water mark of 
the delineated wetland boundary.  (Ord. 12-02, J. 28, p. 28-43, 2/25/02; Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, 
passed 2/12/07) 
 
 A. The following are excluded from Isolated Waters of Lake County: 
 
  1. Excavations and impoundments that have received a permit from the appropriate 
jurisdictional authority; 
 
  2. Excavations and impoundments permitted by right, prior to being a regulated 
activity, within 40% or more non-hydric soils.  Areas designated as ‘water’ as depicted on the Soil Survey 
of Lake County, SCS, 1970 are determined as either hydric or non-hydric soils by connecting adjoining 
soil boundaries to create complete polygons of the depicted soil type; and  
 
  3. Roadside ditches.  (Added by Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
 B. The following shall not be considered as meeting the exclusion criteria in A. above: 
 
  1. All areas meeting the definition of High Quality Aquatic Resources; 
 
  2. Wetland mitigation areas created to meet the requirements of Article XVIII of 
this Chapter or of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act; and 
 
  3. Wetland areas created or restored using public funds.  (Added by Ord. 19-07, J. 
33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
KENNEL:  Any lot or premises or portion thereof on which more than four (4) dogs over four (4) months 
of age are kept, or where more than four (4) cats or other domestic animals are kept, or where any dog or 
other domestic animals are boarded for compensation or kept for sale. 
 
LABORATORY:  A place devoted to experimental study such as testing and analysis.  Manufacturing, 
assembly or packaging of products is not included within this definition. 
 
LAKE:  A natural or artificial body of water encompassing an area of two (2) or more acres which retains 
water throughout the year. 
 
LAKE COUNTY WATERSHED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE:  The Watershed Development 
Ordinance of Lake County, originally effective on October 18, 1992, as amended from time to time.  
(Added by Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
LAUNDRY or DRY-CLEANING FACILITY:  A business equipped with machines for the  washing, 
drying, and dry-cleaning of clothes. 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  The description of real property established by law and created in specific 
cases from real property surveys drawn by licensed land surveyors. 
 
LEGAL LOT OF RECORD.  A lot or tract of land that meets each of the following requirements: 
 
1. The lot or tract of land is either (a) part of a subdivision, the plat of which has been recorded in 
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the Office of the Lake County Recorder of Deeds, or (b) a parcel of land separately described in a 
recorded deed; and  

 
2. The lot or tract of land was created by either (a) a plat of subdivision, or (b) a deed recorded prior 

to May 8, 1960; and 
 
3. The lot or tract of land, at the time it was created, complied with all applicable ordinances and 

regulations; and 
 
4. The lot or tract of land was not created by the sale or transfer of property that resulted in either (a) 

the creation of a lot or tract of land that did not comply with the lot area, depth, and width 
regulations applicable at the time of such sale or transfer; or (b) the increase in the degree of 
nonconformity of any existing nonconforming lot or tract of land; and 

 
5. If the lot or tract of land does not comply with the requirements for lot area, then it must have 

remained in separate and individual ownership from adjoining lots or tracts of land continuously 
at all times since May 8, 1960.  For purposes of this requirement, a lot or tract of land shall be 
deemed to have been owned separately and individually from adjoining lots and tracts of land 
since May 8, 1960, so long as the owner of such lot or tract of land did not, directly or indirectly, 
have legal title to or enjoy beneficial interest in the lots or tracts of land contiguous to such lot or 
tract of land at any time after that date.  (Added by Ord. 35-2000, adopted 5/8/00) 

 
LEGAL NON-CONFORMING:  A use or structure which does not comply in some respect with the 
currently effective regulations in this Chapter but which was lawfully established and did so comply in all 
respects when established and with respect to which the amortization period has not expired or for which 
there is no amortization period.  See also "NON-CONFORMING STRUCTURE". 
 
LETTER OF MAP AMENDMENT or LOMA:  The official determination by FEMA that a specific 
structure is not in a Special Flood Hazard Area; amends the effective Flood Hazard Boundary Map 
(FHBM) or Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). 
 
LETTER OF MAP REVISION or LOMR:  The letter issued by FEMA or IDNR/OWR that revises base 
flood elevations, flood insurance rate zones, flood boundaries or Regulatory Floodways as shown on an 
effective FHBM or FIRM.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
LICENSED INTERMEDIATE CARE FACILITY:  An institution which (1) is licensed under Illinois 
State law to provide, on a regular basis, health-related care and services to individuals who do not require 
the degree of care and treatment which a Hospital or Skilled Nursing Facility is designed to provide, but 
who because of their mental or physical condition require care and services (above the level of room and 
board) which can be made available to them only through institutional facilities, (2) meets such standards 
prescribed by the Secretary of the United States Department of Health & Human Services as he finds 
appropriate for the proper provision of such care, (3) meets such standards of safety and sanitation as are 
established under regulation of the Secretary in addition to those applicable to nursing homes under 
Illinois State law, and (4) meets the requirement of Section 1395x(j) (14) of TITLE 42 OF the United 
States Code with respect to protection of patients' personal funds. 
 
LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT (I):  See "ZONING DISTRICTS" 
 
LOADING AND UNLOADING SPACE OR BERTH, OFF-STREET:  An open, paved area of land other 
than a street or a public way, the principal use of which is for the standing, loading and unloading of 
motor vehicles, trucks, tractors and trailers. 
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LODGING HOUSE:  A building or place other than a hotel, motel or boarding house where lodging (but 
not meals) is provided for compensation by prearrangement for a definite period to five (5) or more, but 
not exceeding twelve (12), individuals. 
 
LOT-IN-DEPTH:  A lot of record, most of which is adjacent to and located behind another lot of record 
and which derives its only access to a public street by a stem.  See Illustration. 
 
LOT-IN-DEPTH YARD:  Any yard required and within a lot-in-depth and located adjacent to abutting lot 
lines. 
 
LOT FOR PURPOSE OF PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT:  A portion of platted land measured, set 
apart and subdivided as a distinct parcel, to be used in accordance with this Chapter, with such required 
open space and with its principal frontage upon a street or public place and created and delineated upon a 
plat of subdivision or resubdivision approved by the City Council and so recorded by the Recorder of 
Deeds of Lake County, Illinois. 
 
LOT AREA:  The total land and water area of a lot, excluding any streets.  (Ord. 73-06, J. 32, p. 345-348, 
passed 11/13/06) 
 
LOT AREA PER DWELLING UNIT:  That portion of a lot allocated for each dwelling unit located on 
such lot. 
 
LOT, CORNER:  A lot situated at the junction of and abutting on two (2) or more intersecting streets; or a 
lot at the point of deflection in alignment of a single street, the interior angle of which is one hundred 
thirty five (135) degrees or less.  On a corner lot all lot lines adjacent to a street shall be deemed front lot 
lines. 
 

LOT COVERAGE:  The area of a lot that is covered by principal and/or accessory buildings.   (Ord. 80-
99, adopted 9/27/99) 
 
LOT DEPTH:  The average distance between the front lot line and the rear lot line.  In the case of a 
corner lot, the lot depth is the greater of the two distances between the front lot lines and the respective lot 
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line opposite each.  For a lot-in-depth, lot depth shall be the average distance between the front lot line 
and the lot line opposite and most parallel to the front lot line. 
 
LOT, DOUBLE FRONTAGE (THROUGH LOT):  A lot having frontage on two (2) parallel or 
approximately parallel streets, and which is not a corner lot.  On a through lot both street lines shall be 
deemed front lot lines. 
 
LOT, INTERIOR:  A lot other than a corner lot. 
 
LOT LINE:  A line on the perimeter of any lot.  See "FRONT LOT LINE", "REAR LOT LINE" or SIDE 
LOT LINE". 
 
LOT, THROUGH:  See "LOT, DOUBLE FRONTAGE (THROUGH LOT)". 
 
LOT WIDTH:  Measured parallel to the street adjacent to the front lot line, the distance between the side 
lot lines most perpendicular to the front lot line measured at the mid-point of the lot depth.  When a lot 
has more than one front lot line, the required lot width shall be measured parallel to the shortest front lot 
line.  (Ord. 73-06, J. 32, p. 345-348, passed 11/13/06) 
 
LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (R3):  See “ZONING DISTRICTS.” 
 
LOW IMPACT DEVELOPMENT:  Techniques that aim to mimic natural hydrology and processes by 
using small scale, decentralized practices that infiltrate, evaporate and transpire rainwater in order to help 
maintain, to the greatest extent possible, a natural landscape.  Such techniques include, without limitation:  
low-impact roadways, permeable pavement, bio-retention, rain gardens, and vegetated swales.  (Ord. 80-
07, J. 33, p. 660-693, passed 11/13/07) 
 
LOW INCOME HOUSEHOLDS:  Households that have incomes that do not exceed 80 percent of the 
area median income.  (Ord. 52-03, J. 29, p. 174-185, passed 8/25/03) 
 
LOW OPENING ELEVATION:  The elevation at which water could enter a structure through any non-
watertight opening such as a doorway threshold, a window sill, or a basement window well. 
 
LOWEST ADJACENT GRADE:  The lowest finished grade adjacent to a structure, not including the 
bottom of window wells.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
LOWEST FLOOR:  Lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area, including basement. 
 
LOW-TO-MODERATE DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (R4):  See "ZONING DISTRICTS". 
 
LUMEN:  The unit used to quantify the amount of light energy produced by a lamp.  The lumen output of 
most lamps is provided on the packaging.  (Ord. 53-05, J. 31, p. 173-181, passed 8/22/05) 
 
MANUFACTURING:  The production, making, molding or processing of products or materials or 
commodities from raw and unfinished materials or from finished materials or products for general 
consumption of the public or for sale to specialized institutions or organizations. 
 
MARKET RATE UNITS:  Residential dwelling units that are not required to be affordable housing units 
under the requirements of this Code.  (Ord. 52-03, J. 29, p. 174-185, passed 8/25/03) 
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MARQUEE:  A permanent shelter which projects from the wall of a building without ground support and 
which may be of a roof-like nature. 
 
MASSAGE THERAPIST.  Any person certified by the National Certification Board for Therapeutic 
Massage and Bodywork (NCBTMB) to engage in the practice of massage therapy.  (Added by Ord. 80-
98, passed 12/14/98) 
 
MASSAGE THERAPY:  Any method of pressure on, friction against, or stroking, kneading, rubbing, 
tapping, pounding, bathing, touching, binding, painting, irritating, or stimulation of external soft parts of 
the body with hands or with the aid of any manual, mechanical, or electrical apparatus or appliance, with 
our without such supplementary aids as rubbing alcohol, liniments, antiseptic oils, power, creams, lotions, 
soaps, ointments, or other similar preparations commonly used in this practice, performed by a massage 
therapist.  (Added by Ord. 80-98, passed 12/14/98) 
 
MASSAGE THERAPY CLINIC:  Any establishment having its place of business where any person 
engages in or carries on, or permits to be engaged in or carried on, massage therapy. (Added by Ord. 80-
98, passed 12/14/98) 
 
MASTER PLAN:  The Official Highland Park Comprehensive Master Plan of 1976, as amended. 
 
MASTER SITE PLAN:  A document which is derived from a specific framework plan and reviewed in 
conjunction with any petition to rezone land to the HC (Health Care) Zoning District and approved by the 
Plan Commission and City Council subsequent to a public hearing, which describes the future 
development or redevelopment of a site, using graphics to depict land use as well as text that is 
explanatory thereof and the locations of building envelopes on the site. 
 
MAXIMUM UNIFORMITY RATIO:  A measurement of the maximum light level in relation to the 
lowest light level within a given area.  (Ord. 53-05, J. 31, p. 173-181, passed 8/22/05) 
 
MEDICAL LABORATORY:  A facility which meets State of Illinois health and safety standards and is 
equipped and used for the observation, analysis, evaluation and documentation of conditions of 
organisms, cells, tissues, organs, specimens, diseases, etc. 
 
MEDICAL OFFICE:  A facility used for offices of one or more physicians, dentists, clinical 
psychologists, nurse-practitioners, and similar medical or chiropractic professionals, for the examination 
and treatment of patients, in which one or more medical professionals may be associated together or 
practicing independently of each other.  Medical offices may include apothecaries, dental and medical 
laboratories, naprapathy, X-ray and/or other facilities, but do not include inpatient facilities devoted 
primarily to major surgical procedures or accommodations for the overnight stay of patients. 
 
MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (R6):  See "ZONING DISTRICTS" 
 
MEDIUM TO HIGH DENSITY MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT (RM1A):  
See “ZONING DISTRICTS”  (Ord. 57-02, J. 28, p. 410-473, passed 9/9/02) 
 
MEDIUM-TO-HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (RM1):  See "ZONING DISTRICTS" 
 
MEZZANINE:  A low ceilinged area between two (2) main stories of a structure, containing no more than 
one-third (1/3) of the floor area of either the floor directly above or below. 
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MINIMUM LANDSCAPED OPEN SPACE:  The percentage of lot area which must be maintained in 
grass or other living vegetation. 
 
MINI-WAREHOUSE or SELF-STORAGE FACILITY:  Any real property designed and used for the 
purpose of renting or leasing individual storage space to occupants who are to have access to such for the 
purpose of storing and removing personal property.  A mini-warehouse and/or self-service storage facility 
is not a warehouse for the purpose of Article 7 of the Uniform Commercial Code. 
 
MITIGATION:  Measures taken to eliminate or minimize damage from development activities, such as 
construction in wetlands or Regulatory Floodplain filling, by replacement of the resource. 
 
MOBILE HOME: A movable or portable unit which is eight body feet or more in width and 32 body feet 
or more in length, which is constructed to be towed on its own chassis (comprised of frame and wheels) 
from the place of construction to the location or subsequent locations, and designed to be used without a 
permanent foundation and connected to utilities for year-round occupancy with or without a permanent 
foundation.  The term includes any trailer, as defined herein, used for residential purposes, but not 
including sports or camping trailers.  The term also references manufactured homes constructed after June 
30, 1976, in accordance with the National Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act 
of 1974, 42 U.S.C. § 5401 et seq.  (Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
MODERATE DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (R5):  See "ZONING DISTRICTS" 
 
MODERATE INCOME HOUSEHOLDS:  Households that have incomes that do not exceed 120 percent 
of the area median income, or such higher income limit as may be established for a local, county, state, or 
federal housing program.  (Ord. 52-03, J. 29, p. 174-185, passed 8/25/03) 
 
MOTION PICTURE:  A sequence of photographs or drawings on photographic film or video tape 
projected on a screen in such rapid succession so that an optical illusion (because of the persistence of 
vision) of moving persons and objects is created. 
 
MOTOR VEHICLE:  Every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported 
or drawn upon a highway, except devices moved by human power and devices used exclusively upon 
stationary rails or tracks, and snowmobiles as defined in the Illinois Vehicle Code.  For the purposes of 
this Chapter, unless otherwise prescribed, a device shall be considered to be a vehicle until such time as it 
either comes within the definition of a "junk vehicle" under the Illinois Vehicle Code, or a junking 
certificate is issued for it.  For the purposes of the Illinois Vehicle Code and this Code, vehicles are 
classified into two divisions: 
 
1. First Division:  Those motor vehicles which are designed for the carrying of not more than ten 

(10) persons; and 
 
2. Second Division:  Those vehicles which are designed for carrying more than ten (10) persons, 

those designed or used for living quarters and those vehicles which are designed for pulling or 
carrying property, freight or cargo, those motor vehicles of the First Division remodeled for use 
and used as motor vehicles of the Second Division, and those motor vehicles of the First Division 
used and registered as school buses. 

 
MOTOR VEHICLE LAUNDRY:  A use auxiliary to gasoline and diesel fuel stations, housed in a 
structure and capable of being utilized for the washing of motor vehicles whether by hand or by 
automation, where no motor vehicle conveyor or drive-through facility is incorporated into the process 
and where no more than two (2) vehicles are able to be washed on the premises at any given time. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE AND TRAILER SALES AREA:  An open area, other than a street, used for the 
display or sale of new or used motor vehicles or trailers other than mobile homes and house trailers, and 
where no repair work is done except for minor motor vehicle repair and repair of trailers to be displayed 
and sold on the premises. 
 
MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR, MAJOR:  Engine rebuilding or major reconditioning of worn or damaged 
motor vehicles or trailers; collision service, including body, frame or fender straightening or repair, and 
painting of vehicles. 
 
MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR, MINOR:  Incidental repair and/or replacement of parts and motor service 
to motor vehicles, including motor vehicle detailing but not including any operation specified under 
"MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR, MAJOR". 
 
MOTOR VEHICLE STACKING SPACE:  The space required for the number of motor vehicles that 
must be accommodated in an on-site holding or reservoir space of a business or service facility while the 
operators of such motor vehicles await ingress to the specified business or service provided by such 
facility. 
 
MOTOR VEHICLE WASHING FACILITY/AUTOMOBILE WASHING FACILITY:  A use housed in a 
building, other than a Motor Vehicle Laundry, comprising the washing of automobiles and/or other motor 
vehicles, which may utilize such mechanical devices as a vehicle conveyor, hot air blowers, steam 
cleaners, and wax applicators -- all located upon a single lot of record. 
 
MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT:  The RM1, RM1A RM2, and RO Districts. (Ord. 32-
02, J. 28, p. 227-264, passed 5/13/02; Ord. 57-02, J. 28, p. 410-473, passed 9/9/02) 
 
MULTIPLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE:  A building or portion thereof, designed or altered 
for occupancy by more than one (1) family, each family living independently of the other in separate 
dwelling units. 
 
NATURAL DRAINAGEWAY:  A channel formed by the existing surface topography of the earth prior 
to changes made by the intervention of man. 
 
NATURAL LANDSCAPE:  Landscape designed to evoke the character of nature with plants arranged 
similarly to their arrangement in nature.  (Added by Ord. 71-07, J. 33, p. 461-508, passed 9/24/07) 
 
NATURAL VEGETATION:  Plant materials which are indigenous to the area and exist on a site prior to 
any construction or earth moving activity. 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL DISTRICT:  See "ZONING DISTRICTS". 
 
NATURAL:  When used in reference to streams and channels means those streams and channels formed 
by the existing surface topography of the earth prior to changes made by man.  A modified stream or 
channel which has regained natural characteristics over time as it meanders and reestablishes vegetation 
may be considered natural. 
 
NGVD:  National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929.  
 
NON-CONFORMING SIGN:  A Sign governed by the provisions of this Chapter that, after September 
12, 2005, the date of adoption of the comprehensive amendment of Chapter 150 of this Code, is in 
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violation of any of the laws of the City governing the erection, construction, or maintenance of Signs. 
(Ord. 32-02, J. 28, p. 227-264, passed 5/13/02, Ord. 55-05, J. 31, p. 184-236, passed 9/12/05) 
 
NON-CONFORMING STRUCTURE:  Any building or structure which existed lawfully at the time of 
the adoption of the "Highland Park Zoning Ordinance of 1978", or any subsequent amendment thereto: 
 
a. All or substantially all of which is designed or intended for a use not permitted in the zoning 

district in which it is located; or 
 
b. Which does not comply with the area, bulk, density, yard, or setback requirements for the zoning 

district in which it is located. 
 
NON-CONFORMING USE:  Any use of land or structures which existed lawfully at the time of the 
adoption of the Highland Park Zoning Ordinance of 1978, or amendment thereto, which does not comply 
with the use regulations of the district in which it is located. 
 
NON-CONFORMITY, DATE OF:  The date at which a use or structure, which complied with the 
applicable zoning regulations at the time of its initiation, was subsequently made non-conforming by the 
passage of a new zoning ordinance or an amendment to an existing zoning ordinance. 
 
NON-PERMIT SIGN:  A Sign that does not require a permit or fee pursuant to this Chapter. (Ord. 32-02, 
J. 28, p. 227-264, passed 5/13/02) 
 
NON-RIVERINE REGULATORY FLOODPLAIN:   Regulatory floodplains not associated with streams, 
creeks or rivers, such as isolated depressional storage areas or lakes. 
 
NON-SHIELDED FIXTURE:  A fixture constructed in such a manner that either the lamp or more than 
50% of the light emitting portion of the fixture is visible when viewed from the property line.  (Ord. 53-
05, J. 31, p. 173-181, passed 8/22/05) 
 
NOXIOUS MATTER:  Material which is capable of causing injury to living organisms by chemical 
reaction or is capable of causing detrimental effect upon the psychological, social, or economic wellbeing 
of human beings. 
 
NURSERY, DAY:  An establishment for the part-time care of five (5) or more children of pre-elementary 
school age in addition to the members of the family residing therein. 
 
NURSING HOME CARE FACILITY:  An institution, including main and auxiliary buildings thereof, 
whether operated for profit or not, which provides, through its ownership or management, personal care 
or nursing for three (3) or more persons, not related to the applicant or owner by blood or marriage and 
includes any "Skilled Nursing Facility", any "Intermediate Care Facility" and any "Sheltered Care 
Facility" (any of which may provide for on-site room and board for staff of said facility) but does not 
include the following:  (1) an institution, or other place operated by the federal government or agency 
thereof, or by the State of Illinois; (2) a hospital, sanitarium, or other institution whose principal activity 
or business is the diagnosis, care, and treatment of human illness through the maintenance and operation 
as organized facilities therefor; (3) any "Child Care Facility"; (4) any "Community Living Facility"; (5) 
any "Community Residential Alternative"; and/or (6) any "Halfway House". 
 
OCCUPANCY CERTIFICATE:  A certificate issued by the Zoning Administrator stating that the 
occupancy and use of land or a building or structure referred to therein complies with the provisions of 
this Code. 
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OCCUPIED:  Used, inhabited or kept for use. 
 
ODOR THRESHOLD:  The concentration of odorous matter in the atmosphere necessary to be 
perceptible to the olfactory nerve of normal persons. 
 
OFF-STREET PARKING:  Paved parking spaces located in an area other than a street or public right-of-
way and limited in use to vehicles not exceeding a net weight of three (3) tons and parked for continuous 
periods of less than forty-eight (48) hours. 
 
OFF-STREET PARKING SPACE:  An off-street parking area meeting the requirements of this Chapter 
for the temporary parking of a single vehicle. 
 
ON-STREAM DETENTION:   Any detention facility that has off-site tributary drainage area.  (Ord. 92-
99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
OPEN SPACE:  Any real estate which is open to the sky and unobstructed except for natural features. 
 
OPEN SPACE, COMMON:  Part of a parcel which is open and unobstructed, including natural features 
and permitted accessory uses and structures, and which is accessible and usable by all persons who 
occupy a principal use on that parcel. 
 
OPEN SPACE, PUBLIC:  Any publicly-owned open space including but not limited to the following:  
parks, playgrounds, forest preserves, beaches, waterways, parkways, trails, paths, streets and alleys. 
 
OPEN SPACE, USABLE:  Open space which has slopes of less than ten (10) percent, has all dimensions 
a minimum of twenty (20) feet, is located not less than twenty (20) feet from any residential wall 
containing a window, and is easily accessible by all residents occupying the same parcel or related 
parcels. 
 
OPEN STORAGE YARD:  An area of real estate whereon goods, materials, and other chattels are stored 
in the open as opposed to being stored in buildings or structures. 
 
OPEN WATERS:  Permanently inundated Isolated Waters of Lake County that are greater than three feet 
in depth below the normal water level or normal pool elevation.  (Added by Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, 
passed 2/12/07) 
 
ORDER:  See "FINAL ORDER". 
 
ORDINARY HIGH WATER MARK:  The point on the bank or shore at which the presence and 
movement of surface waters are continuous so as to leave a distinctive mark, such as by erosion, 
destruction or prevention of terrestrial vegetation, predominance of aquatic vegetation, or other such 
recognized characteristics.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
ORNAMENTAL TREE:  A Tree that is Deciduous Tree, typically smaller at maturity than a Shade Tree, 
planted primarily for its beauty of its foliage or flowers, or for screening purposes.  (Added by Ord. 71-
07, J. 33, p. 461-508, passed 9/24/07) 
 
OUTDOOR RECREATION FACILITY:  Includes all outdoor recreation uses listed in the Zoning Code 
except those located on a lot with or directly associated with a residential use.  (Ord. 53-05, J. 31, p. 173-
181, passed 8/22/05) 
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OUTPATIENT TREATMENT CENTER:  A facility which provides medical treatment including surgery 
for patients who do not require overnight hospitalization. 
 
OVERLAND FLOW PATH:  An area of land which conveys stormwater for all events up to and 
including the base flood event.  The overland flow path can be estimated using readily available 
topographic information and shall take into account all on-site and off-site tributary areas in accordance 
with Article XVIII of this Chapter.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
OVERLAY ZONE:  A mapped area within one or more zoning districts established by this Chapter 
which allows certain uses or imposes certain regulations different from those set forth for the underlying 
zoning district(s). 
 
OWNER:  The holder of legal title as well as holders of any equitable interest, such as trust beneficiaries, 
contract purchasers, option holders, lessees under leases having an unexpired term of at least ten (10) 
years, and the like.  Whenever a statement of ownership is required by this Code, full disclosure of all 
legal and equitable interests in  the property is required. 
 
OWNERSHIP PARCEL:  Any legally described parcel of land.  This includes contiguous lots or parcels 
of land owned by the same property owner. 
 
PARCEL:  Any quantity of land capable of being described with such definiteness that its location and 
boundaries may be established. 
 
PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (PIN):  Permanent index number used to identify properties for 
tax assessment.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
PARKING DECK:  Any structure containing automobile parking spaces, any portion of which is above 
grade, which structure is neither totally enveloped by nor directly below another structure. 
 
PARTIALLY SHIELDED FIXTURE:  A fixture constructed in such a manner that the lamp is not visible 
and no more than 50% of the fixture’s light reflecting or transmitting portion(s) is visible when viewed 
from the property line.  (Ord. 53-05, J. 31, p. 173-181, passed 8/22/05) 
 
PARTICULATE MATTER:  Material which is suspended in or discharged into the atmosphere in finely 
divided form as a liquid or solid at atmospheric pressure and temperature. 
 
PARTY OF RECORD or INTERESTED PARTY:  Any person who either:  (1) files an appearance or 
testifies during any public hearing held before the Plan Commission or the Zoning Board of Appeals; or 
(2) owns the real property that is the subject of such hearing. (Ord. 2-09, J. 35, p. 004-006, passed 
1/23/09) 
 
PATIO:  A surfaced area other than a deck which is used for sitting or passive recreation. 
 
PEDWAY:  An enclosed or open pedestrian/wheelchair passageway connecting adjoining structures, but 
which for the purposes of this Chapter shall not be deemed to combine two or more structures into one 
structure. 
 
PERFORMANCE STANDARD:  A criterion to control noise, odor, smoke, toxic or noxious matter, 
vibration, fire and explosive hazards, or glare or heat generated by or inherent in uses of land or buildings. 
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PERMITTED USE:  Any use, other than a special use or conditional use as set forth in the "Table of 
Allowable Uses" in this Chapter. 
 
PERSON:  Any individual, copartnership, firm, association, joint stock company, corporation, or any 
combination of individuals of whatever form or character. 
 
PERSONAL SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT:  A business which provides personal services directly to 
customers at the site of the business, or which receives goods from or returns goods to the customer 
which have been treated or processed at another location.  This includes, but is not limited to, travel 
agencies, dry-cleaning and laundry drop-off and pick-up stations, tailors, hair stylists, cosmeticians, 
toning or tanning salons, banks, currency exchanges, postal substations, package delivery and pick-up 
stations, shoe repair shops, interior design studios, dance and martial arts studios, and domestic pet 
services. 
 
PERSONAL WIRELESS SERVICE and PERSONAL WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
FACILITY:  As used in this Chapter, “Personal Wireless Service” and “Personal Wireless 
Telecommunications Facility” have the same definition as that contained in Title 47, United States Code, 
Section 332(c)(7)(C) and may include commercial wireless telecommunication services. (Ord. 11-98, 
passed 1/26/98) 
 
PETITIONER:  See "APPLICANT or PETITIONER". 
 
PHARMACY:  The place of business of a State of Illinois licensed pharmacist which offers 
pharmaceutical services, including offering for sale or selling at retail, drugs, medicines or poisons, 
whether pursuant to prescriptions or orders of duly licensed physicians, dentists, veterinarians, or other 
persons authorized to prescribe drugs within the limits of their licenses. 
 
PLAN COMMISSION:  The Plan Commission of the City of Highland Park, except with respect to 
matters involving Fort Sheridan.  In matters involving Fort Sheridan, references in this Chapter to the 
"Plan Commission" shall be deemed to be references to the Joint Plan Commission. 
 
PLANNED DEVELOPMENT or PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT:  An area or tract of land under 
common ownership or control to be developed in accord with the procedures established in this Chapter 
as a single entity for a number of structures; the plan for which does not necessarily correspond in lot size, 
bulk, type of use, lot coverage, or required open space to the regulations established in the zoning district 
in which such land is located.  (Ord. 80-07, J. 33, p. 660-693, passed 11/13/07) 
 
POND:  A natural or artificial body of water of less than two (2) acres which retains water year round. 
 
PORCH:  A roofed-over structure, projecting out from the wall or walls of a main structure and 
commonly open to the weather in part. 
 
PRINCIPAL FRONTAGE:  That boundary of a lot adjacent to a street.  In the case of a lot-in-depth 
"principal frontage" shall be the boundary of the stem parallel to and abutting a street. 
 
PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE OR USE:  The main or primary structure or use on a parcel of land as 
distinguished from a secondary or accessory use.  The uses allowed in various districts in Article IV of 
this Chapter are principal uses. 
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PROTECTED TREE:  Any Tree having a diameter of eight inches (8”) DBH or larger or having an 
Aggregate Diameter of fifteen inches (15”) DBH or larger.  (Deleted by Ord. 11-2000, passed 2/28/00; 
Ord. 38-01, J. 27, p. 146-167, passed 6/25/01) 
 
PUBLIC BODIES OF WATER:  All open public rivers, streams, and lakes specifically designated as 
such by IDNR/OWR in Appendix F of Article XVIII of this Chapter that are capable of being navigated 
by water craft, in whole or in part, for commercial uses and purposes, or which in their natural condition 
were capable of being improved and made navigable, or that are connected with or discharged their 
waters into navigable lakes or rivers within, or upon, the borders of the State of Illinois, together with all 
bayous, sloughs, backwaters, and lakes that are open to the main channel or body of water and directly 
accessible thereto.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
PUBLIC FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT:  A flood control project within a deed or plat restricted area 
which will be operated and maintained by a public agency to reduce flood damages to existing buildings 
or structures.  A land stewardship not-for-profit corporation, or similar entity, may also own, operate or 
maintain a public flood control project.  In this circumstance, there shall also be an executed agreement 
with a public agency to take over ownership, operation or maintenance if the corporation dissolves or fails 
to meet the operation and maintenance requirements for the project area.  The project shall include a 
hydrologic and hydraulic study of the existing and proposed conditions of the watershed area affected by 
the project.  Nothing in this definition shall preclude the design, engineering, construction or financing, in 
whole or in part, of a flood control project by persons or parties who are not public agencies.  (Ord. 19-07, 
J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  A meeting conducted pursuant to the provisions of the Illinois Open Meetings Act 
at which petitioners and members of the general public may give testimony, evidence or opinions relevant 
to the subject matter of such hearing. 
 
PUBLIC MEETING:  A meeting conducted pursuant to the provisions of the Illinois Open Meetings Act. 
 
PUBLIC ROAD DEVELOPMENT:  Any development activity which takes place in a public right-of-
way or part thereof that is administered and funded, in whole or in part, by a public agency under its 
respective roadway jurisdiction.  Rehabilitative maintenance and in-kind replacement are considered to be 
a public road development if located in a Regulatory Floodplain.  A public road development located 
within a Regulatory Floodway and which has been approved by the IDOT, Division of Highways 
(IDOT/DOH), Bureau of Local Roads and Streets, is exempt from the hydraulic analysis requirements of 
Article XVIII of this Chapter.  Individual recreational trail systems being constructed that are not part of 
another development project and railroad development projects shall be considered public road 
developments with respect to the requirements of this Chapter.  (Ord. 68-2000, adopted 10/23/00) 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY EMERGENCY FACILITIES:  Any City owned, operated, or approved ground-level 
or pole-mounted equipment that is specifically provided for the purpose of notifying the general public or 
an emergency event or condition.  (Ord. 63-05, J. 31, p. 258-260, passed 10/24/05) 
 
PUBLIC UTILITY:  Any person duly authorized to furnish to the public electricity, natural gas, steam, 
telephone, transportation,  sewer and/or water services. 
 
RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY:  A strip of land with tracks and auxiliary facilities for track operation 
and a passenger station, but not including depot loading platforms, train sheds, warehouses, car shops, car 
yards, locomotive shops, water towers, etc. 
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RAVINE:  A deep gully or gorge worn by the flow of water to Lake Michigan and designated by the 
City’s Ravine Topography Map, dated October 19, 2005, as may be amended. (Ord. 26-08, J. 34, p. 056-
068, passed 4/14/08) 
 
RAVINIA COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (B2):  See "ZONING DISTRICTS". 
 
REAR LOT LINE:  The lot line of any lot opposite a front lot line thereof. 
 
REAR YARD:  Upon any lot other than a lot-in-depth, the yard adjacent to the rear lot line and 
maintained, except for ingress and egress drives and sidewalks traversing the same in a fashion other than 
parallel to the rear lot line it abuts, as open space except as otherwise provided by this Code.  Rear yards 
are measured by a line at right angles to the rear lot line, or by the radial line in the case of a curved rear 
lot line.  However, with respect to a corner lot, the rear yard shall be that yard, if any, which does not abut 
the side yard of an adjacent interior lot.  Any yard so abutting the side yard of an adjacent interior lot shall 
be a side yard. 
 
RECONSTRUCTION:  The act of rebuilding a structure. 
 
RECORD DRAWINGS:  Construction drawings revised to show significant changes made during the 
construction process, usually based on marked-up prints, drawings and other data furnished by the 
contractor to the Enforcement Officer.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
RECREATION VEHICLE:  See "TRAILER, SPORTS or CAMPING".  (Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, 
passed 2/12/07) 
 
REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER:  An engineer in the State of Illinois, under the 
Professional Engineer Practice Act of 1989, 225 ILCS 325/1-49.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYOR:  A land surveyor in the State of Illinois, 
registered and/or licensed under the Professional Land Surveyor Act of 1989, 225 ILCS 330/1-49.  (Ord. 
92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
REGISTERED STRUCTURAL ENGINEER:  A structural engineer in the State of Illinois, registered 
and/or licensed under the Structural Engineer Licensing Act of 1989, 225 340/1 et seq.  (Ord. 92-99, 
adopted 11/8/99) 
 
REGULATORY FLOODPLAIN:  Regulatory Floodplains may be either riverine or non-riverine 
depressional areas.  Floodplain boundaries shall be delineated by projecting the base flood elevation onto 
the best available topography.  A flood prone area is a Regulatory Floodplain if it meets any on the 
following descriptions: 
 
a. Any riverine area inundated by the base flood where there is at least 640 acres of tributary 

drainage area; 
 
b. Any non-riverine area with a storage volume of 0.75 acre-foot or more when inundated by the 

base flood; or 
 
c. Any area indicated as a Special Flood Hazard Area on the FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map and 

located with the best available topography to be inundated by the base flood. 
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REGULATORY FLOODWAY:  The channel, including on-stream lakes, and that portion of the 
Regulatory Floodplain adjacent to a stream or channel as designated by the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources, Office of Water Resources, which is needed to store and convey the existing and anticipated 
future 100-year frequency flood discharge with no more than a 0.1 foot increase in stage due to the loss of 
flood conveyance or storage, and no more than a 10% increase in velocities.  The location of the 
Regulatory Floodway shall be delineated on the maps listed in Appendix B to Article XVIII of this 
Chapter.  Where interpretation is needed to determine the exact location of the Regulatory Floodway 
boundary, the IDNR/OWR should be contacted for the interpretation.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
REHABILITATIVE MAINTENANCE (ROADWAY):  Rehabilitative maintenance is repair and 
maintenance that does not increase the traffic lanes and does not involve changes to the roadway 
elevation. 
 
REMOVE or REMOVAL:  The causing or accomplishing of the actual physical removal of a Tree, or the 
effective removal through damaging, poisoning, or other direct or indirect action resulting in, or likely to 
result in, the death of a Tree.  (Deleted by Ord. 11-2000, passed 2/28/00; Ord. 38-01, J. 27, p. 146-167, 
passed 6/25/01) 
 
RENOVATION:  Physical improvement that adds to the value of the real property.  Painting, ordinary 
repairs, and other normal maintenance do not constitute a renovation.  (Ord. 52-03, J. 29, p. 174-185, 
passed 8/25/03) 
 
REPAIR, REMODELING OR MAINTENANCE:  Activities which do not result in any increases in the 
outside dimensions of a building or any changes to the dimensions of a structure. 
 
REPETITIVE LOSS:  Flood-related damages sustained by a structure on two separate occasions during a 
10-year period, for which the cost of repairs at the time of each such flood, on average, equals or exceeds 
25 percent of the market value of the structure before the damage occurred.  (Added by Ord. 19-07, J. 33, 
p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS:  The R1, R2, R3, R4, R5, R5A, R6, R7, RM1, RM1A, RM2, and RO 
zoning districts as established in this Chapter. (Ord. 57-02, J. 28, p. 410-473, passed 9/9/02; Ord. 30-09, 
J. 35, p. 088-095, passed 4/27/09) 
 
RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE:  A building, not including house trailers or mobile homes, designed or 
used for residential occupancy, including single family residential structures and multifamily residential 
structures, but not including hotels, motels, boarding or lodging houses. 
 
RESPITE FACILITY:  A building or portion thereof for temporary occupancy by persons visiting or 
caring for persons in a hospice or hospital. 
 
RESTAURANT:  Any business, other than a boarding house, where food or meals are provided for 
compensation, for consumption on the premises, inside a building, including a cafe, cafeteria, coffee shop, 
dining room, lunchroom or tearoom, and including the serving of alcoholic beverages when served with 
and incidental to the serving of meals. 
 
RESTAURANT, DRIVE-IN:  A fast food or carry-out restaurant where food (including frozen desserts) 
may be ordered from a motor vehicle, or where a specific motor vehicle parking area is provided on the 
premises for the consumption of food. 
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RESTAURANT, FAST FOOD or CARRY-OUT:  Any business where the principal part of the business 
is providing food or meals for compensation in disposable wrappers or containers for consumption within 
the principal building or off the premises where prepared. 
 
RESTORATION:  To re-establish the grade, slope, stability, vegetation, or drainage systems of a steep 
slope property by bringing the property back to its former condition prior to the adverse impact(s) caused. 
 
RETAIL:  Sale to the ultimate consumer for direct consumption and not for resale. 
 
RETAINING WALL:  An artificial composition of wood, concrete, masonry or other material utilized in 
conjunction with a drainage and grading plan approved by the City Engineer of the City for the sole 
purpose of stabilizing soil and/or existing natural conditions. 
 
RETENTION FACILITY:  A facility designed to completely retain a specified amount of stormwater 
runoff without release except by means of evaporation, infiltration or pumping. 
 
RIGHT-OF-WAY:  A strip of land designated for use for vehicular or pedestrian access or passage or for 
installation of railroad tracks, utility lines, or similar facilities. 
 
RIGHT-OF-WAY, PRIVATE:  A right-of-way that has not been dedicated by prescription or otherwise to 
or accepted by a government agency. 
 
RIGHT-OF-WAY, PUBLIC:  A right-of-way that has been dedicated by prescription or otherwise to and 
accepted by a government agency. 
 
RIVERINE:  Relating to, formed by, or resembling a stream (including creeks and rivers). 
 
ROADSIDE DITCHES:  Drainage ditches within 25-feet from the edge of the outside travel lane. (Ord. 
12-02, J. 28, p. 28-43, 2/25/02) 
 
RUN-OFF:  That part of precipitation which flows over the land without filtering into the soil. 
 
SATELLITE DISH:  Any disc which does not exceed thirty-nine (39) inches in diameter, whether flat, 
concave, or parabolic, which is designed to receive signals from satellites or other sources, or to transmit 
such signals to a receiving station.  A satellite dish shall be considered an accessory structure and use for 
the purposes of this Chapter. (Ord. 11-98, passed 1/26/98) 
 
SCHOOL:  See "EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION". 
 
SCREENING:  A structure erected or vegetation planted to conceal an area from view. 
 
SEDIMENTATION:  The processes that deposit soils, debris, and other materials either on other ground 
surfaces or in bodies of water or watercourses. 
 
SELF-SERVICE STORAGE FACILITY:  See "MINI-WAREHOUSE". 
 
SERVICE STATION:  See "GASOLINE and/or DIESEL FUEL STATION". 
 
SERVICE USE:  Use devoted to repair, maintenance, administration, teaching, or enhancement. 
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SETBACK:  The minimum horizontal distance between the street line and the nearest wall of a building 
facing such street line, or edge of the area of operation of a principal use when no building or structure is 
involved. 
 
SEXUAL or GENITAL AREA:  Such area of any person's body that includes the genitals, pubic area, 
anus, or perineum of any person, or the vulva or breasts of a female. 
 
SHADE TREE:  A Tree, usually Deciduous, that normally grows with one main trunk and has a canopy 
that screens and filters the sun in the summer and winter, respectively.  (Added by Ord. 71-07, J. 33, p. 
461-508, passed 9/24/07) 
 
SHELTERED CARE FACILITY:  A facility which: 
 
1. Provides food, shelter and laundry services; 
 
2. Provides assistance with meals, dressing, movement, bathing, or other personal needs, or general 

supervision and oversight of the physical and mental well-being of an individual, exclusive of 
nursing, who because of age or physical disability is incapable of maintaining a private, 
independent residence, or who is incapable of managing his person, whether or not a guardian has 
been appointed; 

 
3. Is licensed pursuant to Illinois law; 
 
4. Files attested or audited financial statements, and a statement of ownership with the Illinois 

Department of Public Health; 
 
5. Maintains written policies for resident care, medical services, group and individual activities, 

maintenance and housekeeping; and 
 
6. Maintains a medical record and a personal property record for each resident. 
 
SHRUB:  A woody Deciduous or Evergreen plant, smaller than a Tree, consisting of several small stems 
from the ground or small branches near the ground.  (Added by Ord. 71-07, J. 33, p. 461-508, passed 
9/24/07) 
 
SIDE LOT LINE:  The lot line of any lot between a front line and a rear line thereof unless such line lies 
opposite a front lot line, in which case such line shall be a rear lot line. 
 
SIDEYARD:  Upon any lot other than a lot-in-depth, that yard located adjacent to a side lot line and 
maintained, except for ingress and egress drives and sidewalks, as open space.  Side yards are measured 
by a line at right angles to the side lot line, or by the radial line in the case of curved side lot line.  In 
addition, a sideyard shall not include area located in a front and/or rear yard.  However, with respect to a 
corner lot, any yard which abuts the side yard of an adjacent interior lot shall be a side yard and not a rear 
yard. 
 
SIGN:  Any object, device, display, or structure, or any part thereof, including any Structural Elements, 
that is located outdoors or indoors, and that is used to advertise, identify, display, direct, or attract 
attention to an object, Person, institution, organization, business, product, service, event, or location by 
any means, including specifically, but without limitation, words, letters, figures, designs, symbols, 
fixtures, colors, illumination, or projected images. 
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For purposes of this Chapter, all Signs are classified according to both (i) functional type and (ii) 
structural type as set forth in Section 150.2005 of this Chapter. (Ord. 32-02, J. 28, p. 227-264, passed 
5/13/02) 
 
SIGN AREA:  The entire area within a single continuous square or rectangle enclosing the extreme limits 
of the Sign and in no case passing through or between any adjacent elements of the Sign.  However, such 
perimeter shall not include any Structural Elements lying outside the limits of the Sign and not forming an 
integral part of the display. (Ord. 32-02, J. 28, p. 227-264, passed 5/13/02) 
 
SIGN FACE:  The surface of a Sign upon, against, or through which the message is displayed or 
illustrated. (Ord. 32-02, J. 28, p. 227-264, passed 5/13/02) 
 
SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT:  The R1, R2, R3, R4, R5, R5A, R6, and R7 Districts. 
(Ord. 32-02, J. 28, p. 227-264, passed 5/13/02) 
 
SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE:  A building designed exclusively for use and 
occupancy by one family. 
 
SITE:  A delimited area considered for a specific use which may be part of a larger area and which may 
vary in size from a one acre parcel of land to a one thousand two hundred (1,200) acre watershed. 
 
SITE PLAN:  The plan depicting the exact location on the ground upon which any building, structure, 
landscaping or other facility is to be located in connection with the development of any parcel of land. 
 
SITE PLAN REVIEW TEAM:  An inter-departmental team of professional City staff members who meet 
on a regular basis to review development proposals for compliance with City standards as established in 
the Code. 
 
SKILLED NURSING FACILITY:  An institution (or a designated part of an institution) which provides 
licensed, skilled nursing care and related services for patients who require medical, nursing or 
rehabilitative services. 
 
SMC:  The Lake County Stormwater Management Commission. (Ord. 12-02, J. 28, p. 28-43, 2/25/02) 
 
SMC-APPROVED WETLAND BANK:  A wetland mitigation bank approved by SMC that conforms 
with Appendix M of the Lake County Watershed Development Ordinance. (Ord. 12-02, J. 28, p. 28-43, 
2/25/02) 
 
SMC CHIEF ENGINEER:  A Registered Professional Engineer representing the Lake County 
Stormwater Management Commission as the Enforcement Officer of the Lake County Watershed 
Development Ordinance. 
 
SMC WETLAND RESTORATION FUND:  A fund that is administered and implemented for wetland 
impact mitigation and approved and adopted by the SMC.  (Added by Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, 
passed 2/12/07) 
 
SOIL:  All materials above bed rock, for example, rock debris of all kinds, glacial drift, alluvium, loess, 
Aeolian deposits, vegetal accumulations, and soil (agricultural). 
 
SOUND LEVEL or DECIBEL METER:  An instrument standardized by the American Society for 
Testing and Materials (ASTM) for the measurement of intensity of sound. 
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SPECIAL EXCEPTION:  A relief from the otherwise applicable zoning restrictions of the zoning district 
within which the use is located for which the special exception is sought. 
 
SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA or SFHA:  Any area subject to inundation by the base flood from a 
river, creek, stream, or any other identified channel or pond and shown on the Regulatory Floodplain 
Maps as listed in Appendices A and B of Article XVIII of this Chapter.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
SPECIALIZED HOSPITAL FACILITY:  A structure or group of structures providing one or several 
isolated types of outpatient and/or inpatient medical treatment or care, but which does not provide the full 
range of types of medical treatment or care available to a patient through the profession of medicine.  
Specialized hospital facilities may be equipped for obstetric, surgical, orthopedic, psychiatric, or skilled 
nursing services, sub-acute care, or other types of medical treatment. 
 
SPECIAL SETBACK:  The minimum distance between swimming pools and the nearest line of the steep 
slope zone. 
 
SPECIAL USE:  A use which, because of its unique characteristics cannot be properly classified in any 
particular zoning district or districts without consideration in each individual case of the impact of such 
use upon neighboring land and of the public need for that particular special use at that particular location, 
and which falls into one of two broad categories: 
 
1. A use publicly operated or traditionally affiliated with the public interest identified as a 

conditional use in the Table of Allowable Uses; or 
 
2. A use entirely private in character, but of such an unusual nature that its operation may give rise 

to unique problems with respect to its impact upon neighboring property or public facilities; such 
use may include a Planned Unit Development meeting the standards and requirements of this 
Chapter. 

 
SPECIAL USE PERMIT:  The permit issued by ordinance in accord with this Chapter. 
 
SPECIFIED ANATOMICAL AREAS: 
 
1. Less than completely and opaquely covered:  (a) human genitals, pubic region; (b) buttocks; and 

(c) female breast below a point immediately above the top of the areola; and 
 
2. Human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if completely and opaquely covered. 
 
SPECIFIED SEXUAL ACTIVITIES: 
 
1. Human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation and arousal; or 
 
2. Acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse or sodomy; or 
 
3. Fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttock or female breast. 
 
STABLE:  A structure designed, intended, or used for the keeping of one (1) or more horses. 
 
STATIONERY STORE:  An establishment which is not an adult book store and which deals in paper and 
office supplies and may also deal in books and other printed material. 
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STEADY STATE VIBRATION:  A vibration which is continuous or in discrete pulses more frequent 
than one hundred (100) per minute. 
 
STEEP SLOPE:  Land comprising or adjacent to a ravine or lake bluff where the slope in ascent or 
descent exceeds ten (10) percent from the horizontal. (Ord. 26-08, J. 34, p. 050-068, passed 4/14/08) 

 
STEEP SLOPE ZONE:  All land which lies between the bottom of a ravine steep slope and a line being 
farthest from the bottom of a ravine steep slope and ten (10) feet from the top edge of a ravine steep 
slope; and all land which lies between the bottom of a bluff steep slope and a line being farthest from the 
bottom of a bluff steep slope and forty (40) feet from the top edge of a bluff steep slope. 
 
STEM:  The extended portion of a lot-in-depth which provides access to a street and which is considered 

the principal frontage of the lot-in-depth.  No portion of a stem shall be considered a yard.  In the case of 
lots-in-depth created by subdivision approved prior to January 1, 1997, the extended portion of a lot-in-
depth may consist of an easement providing access to a street. 
 
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT:  A set of actions taken to control stormwater runoff with the 
objectives of providing controlled surface drainage, flood control and pollutant reduction in runoff. 
 
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT COMMISSION or SMC:  The Lake County Stormwater 
Management Commission established and existing under 55 ILCS 5/5-1062 for the purposes of 
developing, revising and implementing a county-wide stormwater management plan. 
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STORMWATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM:  The collection of natural features and man-made 
facilities which define the stormwater management for a development. 
 
STORY:  That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and the surface of the floor 
above it, or if there is no floor above then the space between the floor and the ceiling next above it. 
 
STREAM:  A course of running water flowing in a channel (includes creeks and rivers). 
 
STREET:  Any property dedicated or intended for public or private roadway, highway, or freeway 
purposes. 
 
STREET LINE:  A line separating a public street right-of-way from other land. 
 
STREET, PRIVATE:  Any street other than a public street and other than a driveway. 
 
STREET, PUBLIC:  A street that has been dedicated to and accepted by, under the jurisdiction of, or 
otherwise acquired by, a government agency. 
 
STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS:  See "ALTERATIONS, STRUCTURAL". 
 
STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS:  The supports, uprights, bracing, and framework of a Sign. (Ord. 32-02, J. 
28, p. 227-264, passed 5/13/02) 
 
STRUCTURE:  Anything constructed, reconstructed, or erected or any production or piece of work man-
made or composed of parts joined together in some definite manner, the use of which requires permanent 
or temporary location on or in the ground or requires attachment to something having a permanent 
location in or upon the ground, including, but not limited to:  air conditioner compressor units, backstops 
for tennis courts, billboards, buildings, fences, parking facilities (surface and/or deck), pergolas, radio and 
television antennae including supporting towers, signs, stadia, and swimming pools.   This definition does 
not include underground tanks for the storage of any type of storm water, utility lines or retaining walls.  
(Ord. 19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
STRUCTURE, TEMPORARY:  A structure without any foundation or footings and which is removed 
when the designated time period, activity or use for which the temporary structure was erected has ceased. 
 
SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT:  Any repair, reconstruction, addition or improvement of a structure, 
the cost of which equals or exceeds 50% of the market value of the pre-existing structure either a) before 
the improvements or repair is started, or b) if the structure has been damaged, and is being restored, 
before the damage occurred.  This term includes structures which have incurred a repetitive loss for the 
purposes of this definition "substantial improvement" is considered to occur when the first alteration of 
any wall, ceiling, floor or other structural part of the building commences, whether or not that alteration 
affects the external dimensions of the structure.  The term includes all cumulative improvements within 
the last ten years.  The term does not, however, include either 1) any project for improvement of a 
structure to comply with existing state or local health, sanitary, or safety code specifications which are 
solely necessary to assure safe living conditions or 2) any alteration of a structure listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places or a State Inventory of Historic Places.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99; Ord. 
19-07, J. 33, p. 073-151, passed 2/12/07) 
 
SWALE:  A vegetated channel, ditch, or low-lying or depressional tract of land that is periodically 
inundated by conveying stormwater from one point to another. (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
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SWIMMING POOL:  Any temporary or permanent artificial pool or receptacle for water, the primary 
purpose for which is swimming and/or diving, including apparatus and equipment appurtenant thereto, 
installed, constructed or maintained in, on, or above ground (not including those enclosed and located 
entirely within a building), having a perimeter of more than twenty-five (25) feet and a depth of more 
than three (3) feet at any point. 
 
SWIMMING POOL, PRIVATE:  A swimming pool maintained by an individual in connection with a 
detached dwelling for the sole use of his household and guests, without charge for admission, and not for 
the purpose of profit or in connection with any business operated for profit, as an accessory use to a 
residence. 
 
SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE:  Chapter 151 of the Code.  (Ord. 80-07, J. 33, p. 660-693, passed 
11/13/07) 
 
SUBDIVISION SETBACK LINE:  A line of demarcation found on a plat of subdivision or plat of survey 
that establishes a minimum setback or required yard for a lot of record and, unlike a yard requirement 
imposed by a zoning district regulation, runs with that lot and is not subject to change by amendment to 
this code.  (Ord. 15-05, J. 31, p. 028-029, passed 02/28/05) 
 
SUBJECT PROPERTY:  Real property for which rezoning, a variation, a special use, a special exception, 
or subdivision is sought or concerning which an appeal is taken. 
 
TABLELAND:  Land where the cross slope in any direction does not exceed ten (10) percent. 
 
TANNING FACILITY:  A room or a booth or group of rooms or booths that houses ultraviolet lamps or 
products containing lamps intended for the irradiation of any part of the living human body for cosmetic 
or nonmedical related purposes but does not include any hotel or motel guest rooms where sunlamps are 
installed in the restroom area. 
 
TECHNICAL REFERENCE MANUAL:  The Lake County Stormwater Management Commission 
Technical Reference Manual, which contains guidance for a development site to meet the Lake County 
Watershed Development Ordinance performance standards.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
TENNIS COURT:  Any temporary or permanent arrangement, grading or surfacing, together with the 
ordinary appurtenances thereto, intended for or used for playing tennis.  When constructed or maintained 
in connection with a detached dwelling, one such tennis court shall be considered an accessory use or a 
use customarily incidental to a detached single family dwelling. 
 
TENT:  A portable structure, the roof of which and one-half (1/2) or more of the sides are constructed of 
nylon, cotton, canvas or similar materials. 
 
TERRACE:  A natural earthen embankment between a building and its street front. 
 
THEATER:  An establishment other than an adult motion picture theater, an adult entertainment cabaret, 
or adult video store, or an adult mini picture theater used to observe films, live performers, plays, 
musicals, dancers, and other auditory and/or visual material. 
 
THROUGH BLOCK CONNECTION:  An ample passageway, through or between any structures on a 
parcel, that allows the general public to walk from the street edge to the rear of the parcel. 
 
THROUGH LOT:  See "LOT, DOUBLE FRONTAGE (THROUGH LOT)". 
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TOP EDGE (or RIDGE) OF STEEP SLOPE:  A line connecting the points at which tableland and a steep 
slope intersect. 
 
TOWER, INCLUDING SELF-SUPPORTING LATTICE TOWERS, GUY TOWERS, OR MONOPOLE 
TOWERS:  Any structure that is designed and constructed primarily for the purpose of supporting one or 
more antennas.  The term encompasses personal wireless service facilities, radio transmission towers, 
microwave towers, common-carrier towers, cellular telephone towers or personal communications 
services towers, alternative tower structures, and the like. (Ord. 11-98, passed 1/26/98) 
 
TRAILER:  A vehicle with or without motive power used or adaptable for living, sleeping, business or 
storage purposes, having no foundation other than wheels, blocks, skids, jacks, horses or skirting, which 
does not meet the building code requirements and which has been or reasonably may be equipped with 
wheels or other devices for transporting the structure from place to place.  The term "trailer" includes 
"camp car", "house car", "house trailer", and "mobile home", and the presence of a permanent foundation 
under, and/or the erection of additions to, such vehicle shall not change its character unless the trailer 
itself and any additions thereto conform to all City ordinances. 
 
TRAILER, SPORTS OR CAMPING:  A trailer designed for camping or other recreational purposes and 
not including a house trailer or mobile home. 
 
TRANSITION SECTION:  Reaches of the stream or Regulatory Floodway where water flows from a 
narrow cross-section to a wide cross-section or vice-versa. 
 
TREE:  A self-supporting, woody plant, together with its root system, having a well defined stem or trunk 
or a multi-stemmed trunk system, a more or less well defined crown, and a mature height of at least eight 
feet.  “Tree” shall not include trees in containers or nursery stock trees maintained for resale.  (Deleted by 
Ord. 11-2000, passed 2/28/00; Ord. 38-01, J. 27, p. 146-167, passed 6/25/01) 
 
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT:  That permit required by this Chapter to be issued in order to Remove: 
 
1. any Protected Tree within the corporate limits of the City; or 
 
2. any Tree in the Steep Slope Zone within the corporate limits of the City. 
 (Deleted by Ord. 11-2000, passed 2/28/00; Ord. 38-01, J. 27, p. 146-167, passed 6/25/01) 
 
TREE STUMP:  The part of a Tree remaining in the ground after the top has fallen or been cut down.  
(Ord. 38-01, J. 27, p. 146-167, passed 6/25/01) 
 
TRUCK PARKING AREA:  Any land used or intended to be used for the storage or parking of trucks, 
trailers, tractors and/or commercial vehicles which exceed three (3) tons in capacity. 
 
TRUCK TERMINAL:  A gathering point of vehicles of the Second Division at which the contents thereof 
are distributed or combined, or stored for a short period of time until distributed or combined. 
 
UNDESIRABLE SPECIES:  Are those species which are invasive, nonnative, and/or shallow-rooted, 
including, but not limited to, buckthorn, Norway maple, mulberry, box elder, and willow. (Ord. 38-01, J. 
27, p. 146-167, passed 6/25/01) 
 
USE:  The purpose for which land or a structure is designed, arranged, or intended and for which it is 
occupied or maintained, let, or leased. 
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USE, ACCESSORY:  See "ACCESSORY USE". 
 
USE, PRINCIPAL:  See "PRINCIPAL USE". 
 
VARIATION or VARIANCE:  Limited relief from the requirements of this Chapter as granted by the 
Board of Appeals in those cases where strict application of those requirements will create a practical 
difficulty or unnecessary hardship prohibiting the use of land in a manner otherwise allowed under this 
Chapter. 
 
VEHICULAR USE AREAS:  All areas of a lot dedicated to paved off-street parking and loading spaces, 
including vehicle service yards, driveways and drive aisles, that provide for vehicular maneuvering or 
other accessory or incidental vehicular movement purposes.  (Added by Ord. 71-07, J. 33, p. 461-508, 
passed 9/24/07) 
 
VIDEO:  A videotape or video disc copy of a motion picture film. 
 
VIDEO STORE:  An establishment which is not an adult video store and which deals in videos and/or 
other motion pictures. 
 
WALL:  Any of various permanent upright constructions having a length much greater that the thickness 
and presenting a continuous surface except where pierced by doors, windows, etc.; used for shelter, 
protection or privacy, or to subdivide interior space, to support floors, roofs, or the like. 
 
WAREHOUSE:  A building designed for the storage of goods. 
 
WATCHKEEPER'S QUARTERS:   A single living  accommodation existing as an accessory use within a 
principal building in the commercial or industrial zoning districts. 
 
WATER DEPENDENT:  Structures or facilities relating to the use of, or requiring access to, the water or 
shoreline.  Examples of water dependent uses include but are not limited to pumping facilities, 
wastewater treatment facilities, facilities and improvements related to recreation, boating or commercial 
shipping. 
 
WATERSHED:  The land area above a given point on a channel that contributes stormwater to that point.  
In Lake County the four (4) major watersheds are officially defined as: The Lake Michigan Watershed, 
the North Branch of the Chicago River Watershed, the Des Plaines River Watershed, and the Fox River 
Watershed. 
 
WATERSHED DEVELOPMENT PERMIT:  A permit established by this Article and issued, through the 
SMC or certified communities, prior to the approval of a building permit signifying conformance with 
provisions of this Article. 
 
WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES:  Those areas that are under the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ 
jurisdiction.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99; deleted by Ord. 12-02, J. 28, p. 28-43, 2/25/02) 
 
WATERSHED BENEFIT:  A decrease in flood damages to structures upstream or downstream of the 
development site created by installation of the stormwater management system.  The benefit must be 
beyond the benefit provided by meeting the minimum Lake County Watershed Development Ordinance 
standards and TRM guidelines.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 



 150-II-50 

WATERSHED DEVELOPMENT PERMIT:  A permit established by Article XVIII of this Chapter and 
issued, through the SMC or the City, prior to the approval of a building permit signifying conformance 
with provisions of Article XVIII of this Chapter.  (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99) 
 
WATERWAYS:  Any natural or artificial above-ground stream, creek, river, ditch, channel, canal, 
conduit, culvert, drain, gully or wash in which water flows in a definite direction or course, either 
continuously or intermittently and has a definite channel, bed and banks, and includes any area adjacent 
thereto subject to inundation by reason of overflow or flood water.  (Added by Ord. 71-07, J. 33, p. 461-
508, passed 9/24/07) 
 
WET DETENTION FACILITY:  A detention facility designed to maintain a permanent pool of water 
after the temporary storage of stormwater runoff. 
 
WETLAND:  Wetlands are land that is inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency 
and duration sufficient to support, under normal conditions, a prevalence of vegetation adapted for life in 
saturated soil conditions (known as hydrophytic vegetation).  A wetland is identified based upon the three 
attributes:  1) hydrology, 2) soils and 3) vegetation as mandated by the current Federal wetland 
determination methodology.  
(Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99, deleted by Ord. 12-02, J. 28, p. 28-43, 2/25/02) 
 
WETLAND IMPACT:  Isolated Waters of Lake County or Waters of the United States that are 
hydrologically disturbed or otherwise adversely affected by flooding, filling, excavation, or drainage 
which results from implementation of a development activity. (Ord. 92-99, adopted 11/8/99; deleted by 
Ord. 12-02, J. 28, p. 28-43, 2/25/02) 
 
WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATION SERVICE TOWER:  Any ground-mounted tower including a 
mast, intended primarily for the purpose of mounting an antenna. (Ord. 11-98, passed 1/26/98) 
 
YARD:  The required space measured from the nearest property line to a line on a lot parallel to such 
property line which space must be open to the sky, unoccupied and unobstructed except for natural 
features and certain exceptions permitted by this Code.  No portion of a stem shall be considered in the 
calculation of a required yard. 
 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR:  The City Manager or his designee. 
 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS:  The Zoning Board of Appeals of the City. 
 
ZONING DISTRICTS:   A part of the corporate area of the City wherein regulations of this Zoning Code 
are uniform.  See also Section 150.401 of this Zoning Code.  (Ord. 42-02, J. 28, p. 313-337, passed 
7/8/02) 
 
ZONING LOT:  See "LOT" or "LOT OF RECORD". 
 
ZONING ORDINANCE:  Chapter 150 of the Code. 
 
ZONING ORDINANCE DISTRICT MAP or OFFICIAL ZONING MAP:  The map incorporated herein 
as a part hereof, designating zoning districts. 


